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Field Trips

Members who wish to participate in a particular field trip
must contact the listed leader by phone or email as
quickly as possible. Participants are free to depart early if
they wish. Members with FRS radios should bring them
on out of town trips. Bus Information: 306-975-3100.
Many of our trip destinations are described in the 3™
edition of “A Guide to Nature Viewing Sites in and around
Saskatoon” available from
https://saskatoonnature.org/special-publications/

Wednesday, July 1, 2026

Orchid Trip MacDowall Bog (Get time and details from
Bob)

We will drive to the Nisbet forest (north of Duck Lake) and
look for lady-slippers and other wild orchids. Bring lunch,
mosquito repellent and rubber boots. Number of
participants will be limited. Preference will be given to
people who were not on last year's trip if necessary.
Leaders: Bob Godwin, Sara Bryson, Joshua Erikson and
others.

To register: phone 306-343-8590 or email
godmee@sasktel.net

Sunday, July 12, 2026, 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Lakewood and Heritage Park Bird Walk

We will walk the trails in these adjacent parks to look for
water and song birds.

Meet at the north end of the gravel parking area to the
east of the civic centre building.

Google Map Pin:
https://maps.app.goo.gl/niL7HegCMVd7K4a88

Leader: Sara Bryson (306-261-6156)

Saturday, July 18, 2026 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM

Douglas Park Sand Dune Walk

We will hike a 10 km loop and explore the sand dunes,
looking for tiger beetles, wildflowers, and birds. Good
walking shoes, plenty of water, and sun protection are
essential. Pack a post-hike picnic lunch and there is an
opportunity for ice cream on the way back.

Register by text at 306-270-5430.

Meet at parking lot in front of Wild Birds Unlimited store
in mall at SE corner of 8" Street at Emerson Avenue.
https://maps.app.goo.gl/CiYETobzwmHSXTdqg?

Car pooling is encouraged.

Leaders: Joshua Erikson and Sara Bryson

Saturday, July 25,2026 9 AM - 3:00 PM

Shorebird Trip

Bring a lunch. Bring a scope if you have one.

We will drive along rural roads looking for sandpipers and
plovers.

Meet at Western Development Museum by grain elevator
https://maps.app.goo.gl/uf35ExXYE39WVpW]RA

Leader: Kerry Hjertaas (306-260-6602)
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Sunday, July 26, 2026 8:30 AM to 2:00 PM

Nature Trip to NCC Asquith Nature Destination

We will walk the NCC Asquith Nature Destination property
looking at native wildflowers and birds. Bring water, a hat,
comfortable hiking shoes, and a lunch to eat in the
meadow.

Meet in front of Scotia Bank Kensington Branch in strip
mall south of Hassard Way and West of Kensington Blvd
Google Map Pin:
https://maps.app.goo.gl/f6TapjskoLuk8HKE6

Leader: call or text Sara Bryson (306-261-6156)

Sunday, August 9, 2026 9:00 AM —11:00 AM

Donna Birkmaier Park Bird Walk

We will walk the trail looking for grassland birds and
water birds.

Meet in parking lot north of Taylor and Slimmon Road.
Leader: Rylan Urban (306-715-7909)
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Sunday, August 23, 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Forestry Farm Warbler Walk

We will walk through this park looking for migrating
warblers.

Meet in the parking lot next to the old superintendent’s
residence.

Note: parking fee is $5.

Leader: Kerry Hjertaas (306-260-6602)

Fall Bird Count — Saturday, September 12

This count covers the city plus the rural area SE of
Saskatoon.

To register, please send your full contact information to
trips@saskatoonnature.org

Organizer: Stan Shadick & Kerry Hjertaas

Compiler: John Patterson

As a volunteer or participant in the activities of the Saskatoon Nature
Society (SNS), you are fully responsible for your own safety, and for
your own personal insurance in case of injury. Please exercise great
caution and care on field trips or any other outings. The Saskatoon
Nature Society is not responsible for damage incurred to vehicles or
other personal property while participating in any SNS activity. If going
onto private land, always ask for permission, be friendly and respectful,
exercise caution, and please be aware that participants may be
responsible for damage to landowners' property.

President’s Message

Dear Members, | hope you all have been able to get out
and enjoy this summer. So far, we can appreciate the
smoke-free days, and we cross our fingers that we
continue to escape the fires that plagued us last year! |
had a nice email recently from Dr. David Bird of McGill
about the progress in naming the official Canadian Bird —
The Canada Jay. It has now passed the Senate and is back
to the Commons for one more go. This is all very exciting
as we recognize the importance of birds in Canada. This
follows another positive email, this time from the
Province of Saskatchewan advising that they are no longer
pursuing changes to the Saskatchewan Environmental
Project Management Act - great news! These emails
happened during the days we anxiously await the city to
decal the windows on the north side of City Hall that are
notoriously hard on migratory birds. We have been told
that the city will have this fixed up shortly — also very
good news!

What do these three events have in common? They are
the direct result of citizen advocacy, either letter writing,

petitioning or meeting with officials. Our membership has
been active in calling for a safe & healthy environment for
biodiversity! Advocacy works; sometimes it can feel
overwhelming and discouraging but then it comes
together, and people hear us! Well done, but as we all
know there is much more to do!!

| was delighted and encouraged to read Joe Muldoon’s
President’s report in the current Blue Jay regarding the
desperate situation wetlands in our province are in. As
President of Nature Sask, he makes some very critical
points we should be thinking of and acting on! He writes:

Another thing I’d like to raise ..., is that habitat loss
and drainage across this province are continuing at
unprecedented and escalating levels. | strongly
encourage you to take a drive in almost any rural
area and look at the amount of bush and
wetlands/lowlands that have been removed and filled
over during the past year. If we continue to lose
habitat in this Central Flyway of North America, birds
and animals will disappear and be unable to return
without significant and costly restoration...

| strongly encourage you to observe and document
the loss of natural habitat this spring and early
summer, as fields thaw and woodpiles are scattered,
pushed into lowland areas to serve as fill, or burned.
Please contact your local reeve or mayor, your MLA,
the Premier, or the Saskatchewan Water Security
Agency with your concerns. Circulate and post your
pictures and videos. Letters to the provincial
government, federal government and local
governments (or one letter to all) are by far the most
effective means of sharing your concerns. Talk to your
local media outlet anonymously or in person. If all of
us, collectively, are not able to stop the continuous
destruction of our shrinking natural habitat, our bird
and animal populations will drastically decline. If we
do not take significant action, our prairie province
will be irreparably damaged.

W .o

'.!"

K. Meeres

Eagle Creek
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Sage advice and | would add one more thing, don’t keep it
a secret that you have written a letter, please cc people,
your local MLA, Joe Muldoon, or even me. Cc’ing letters
add a lot of power to your letters!

To this end, | recently wrote city council and the mayor
through Bird Friendly Saskatoon regarding the recent
CLIMATE ACTION STRATEGY Engagement Summary and
Report by the City of Saskatoon urging the city to make
sure biodiversity in our city is valued and nurtured as our
city grows. We advised them to show effective
stewardship of our unique ecosystems here in Saskatoon.
Watch for the follow up action report that is due to come
out in the next few weeks before the fall. We will be
talking about this more for sure!

Our Board members have been stepping up over the past
few months to polish up some of the necessary work that
makes SNS tick. This ranges from dealing with insurance
and finance, our information systems, reinvigorating our
conservation committee and setting up great outings and
we are getting our fall & winter program organized! If this
appeals to you, please let me know, we are looking
especially for those who are interested in social media, if
you or you know someone who could help us out, check
out our ad regarding our website — let me know!

We are also having a deep look at our bylaws to see if
they need some attention — if you have comments, please
send me a note or join us on this project.

Have a great summer — get out and enjoy naturel!!
Hopefully our paths will cross out on the outings!

David Forbes

Volunteer Opportunity: Website Manager — Saskatoon
Nature Society

The Saskatoon Nature Society (SNS) is seeking a volunteer
to transition into the manager for our website
(saskatoonnature.org). This is a great opportunity for
someone who enjoys nature and wants to contribute their
web skills to a local environmental non-profit.

The Role

You'll work alongside our current webmaster, Trent Watts
— who has generously supported the SNS website for
many years — to modernize and refresh the site's design,
then take over ongoing maintenance during a transition
period. Day-to-day, this means adding content on an as-
needed basis: publications, events, field trips, and more,

as directed by the board. You may occasionally field
technical questions or coordinate with our hosting
provider to resolve issues.

As an optional add-on, you're welcome to take on our
Facebook presence as well.

What We're Looking For
e Some experience with WordPress, including
themes and plugins (our site uses Divi)

e Self-directed with an eye for design — the board
won't provide detailed instructions, so you'll need
to use your own judgment

e Comfortable with minimal coding when needed

e Able to make a medium- to long-term
commitment

Time Commitment
A few hours per month ongoing, plus roughly 10 hours
upfront for the initial website refresh.

How to Apply

Send a short cover letter and resume

to president@saskatoonnature.org. Happy to answer any
guestions you might have.

Young Naturalists

The Young Naturalists is all about nature activities for kids
and their families. Each program offers interesting
activities geared for children aged 5 to 11 years. Children
must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. Advanced
registration is required. To register or for more
information e-mail: naturekids@saskatoonnature.org.
Visit the Young Naturalists web page for more details.
https://saskatoonnature.org/young-naturalists/

July Butterfly Field Trip - Wed., July 8 at 1:00 p.m.
August Butterfly Field Trip - Wed., August 5 at 1:00 p.m.

B. Godwin

Common Ringlet
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Golden Eagles

The Golden Eagles is an informal group of Saskatoon
Nature Society members. Interest lies in the natural
world; birds, botany, multicultural history, and out-of-
town field trips. Participants should be SNS members and
consider membership in Nature Saskatchewan.

Typically, participants are asked to bring lunch, drinks and
chairs unless otherwise noted by the trip leader. Those
who have CB radios (tuned to channel 28) or FRS radios
(tuned to channel 7) should bring them on out-of-town
trips. Carpooling at participants’ discretion.

Leaders may request pre-registration. Please contact the
trip leader if you have any questions. Unless otherwise
arranged, we meet on Thursdays at Churchill Shopping
Centre, Taylor St. and Clarence Avenue. Please check
departure dates and times.

July 2: No trip planned

July 9: Botany Trip 8:00 am.- NCC Asquith Site

Meet at the west end of Westgate Plaza, 22" st &
Whitney Ave. Lunch on site: bring lunch, drinks and chair.
Leaders: Joan Feather (306-653-3160) and Anna Leighton.

July 15: Wednesday 8:30 am (morning trip only)
Saskatoon Natural Grassland - Prescribed Fire and
Grazing

With Renny Grilz, Director, Conservation, Meewasin
Valley Authority

Meet at Mother Theresa School, 738 Konihowski Rd. Park
in the staff parking lot.

Feel free to bring chair, coffee and a snack. Dress for
mosquitoes and ticks. No washrooms.

Leader: Diane Wells (306-229-0328).

July 23: 9:00 am Visit to local, SNS members’garden and
Gabriel Dumont Park.

Meet at Churchill.

The garden incorporates a wide range of trees, shrubs,
and flowering plants along with a pond in yard that have
attracted many different species of birds, butterflies,
insects and other wildlife. We will continue to Gabriel
Dumont Park for a walk and lunch: Leaders: Valerie Martz
(305-229-0419) and Bill Robertson.

July 30: 8:00 am Camp Easter Seal - Manitou Beach with
Steve Grove, Manager

Meet at Churchill Shopping Centre to car pool.

We will drive to the Coop Gas/Convenience Store in
Watrous (about 1hr and 15min) for a quick break. It’s
another 7 minutes north to Camp Easter Seal at Manitou
Beach where we will receive an overview of the Camp
history and program. We are invited to walk the grounds
following.

From there we will drive to the main beach picnic area
with tables (and washrooms) for lunch.

Leader: Diane Wells (306-229-0328).

Yello

)

-headed Blackbirds K. Meers

August 6: 9:00 am Lakewood/ Heritage Park (morning
only)

Meet at the parking lot on the east side of the Lakewood
Centre by the ball diamonds. Bring chairs, drinks and
snack.

Leaders: Bill and Audrey MacKenzie (306-227-3696).

August 13: Shorebird Trip: Location and meeting point to
be determined. Registrants to be informed in advance of
trip. Trip Leader: John Patterson: email:
jrpatterson@shaw.ca or phone/text: 306-371-9354 to
register.

August 20: University Riverbank: 8:30 am (morning only).
Meet at the Diefenbaker Centre (101 Diefenbaker Place)
just off Campus Drive at the University of Saskatchewan.
Parking is $3.00/hr.

We will take our time walking along the riverbank on the
paved Meewasin Trail to the lookout over the weir and
return through campus with a stop at the Education
Building for washroom break. There is a picnic area beside
the parking lot so feel free to bring coffee and a snack.
Leader: Diane Wells (306-229-0328).

August 27: Restoring 71: 8:30 am Meet at the Esso
Station, 11 St. & highway 7. Bring lunch, drinks, chair. We
will visit this prairie habitat conservation project near
Grandora, walk the trails and visit Rice Lake. Leaders: John
Patterson and Valerie Martz (306-229-0419).
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Discover Nature and Support Conservation
with NCC’s Big Backyard BioBlitz

From July 27 to August 3, the Nature Conservancy of
Canada (NCC) is inviting people across the country to
participate in its annual Big Backyard BioBlitz.

The BioBlitz is a community science event that encourages
participants to document wild plants, animals and fungi
using photos or audio recordings uploaded through the
free iNaturalist app. These observations help scientists
build a better understanding of biodiversity across
Canada, track invasive species and identify where rare or
at-risk species may need attention.

The BioBlitz is open to everyone - no special knowledge or
equipment is required. A smartphone, tablet or digital
camera with an iNaturalist app is all you need. The
iNaturalist community helps verify observations, making it
easy for beginners to get involved.

You do not need access to a backyard or remote
wilderness area to participate. Valuable observations can
be made anywhere nature exists, including
neighbourhood parks, trails, campsites, shorelines and
even city sidewalks.

In  Saskatchewan, NCC is highlighting its Asquith
conservation area as a featured BioBlitz destination,
offering visitors an opportunity to explore this beautiful
prairie landscape while contributing to meaningful
conservation research.

Whether you spot a bird in your local park, a wildflower
along a trail or a mushroom after a summer rain, every
observation helps create a clearer picture of nature in
Canada.

Learn more and join the BioBlitz this summer
https://secure.natureconservancy.ca/site/SPageNavigator
/BioBlitz 2026/signup 2026.html?s src=short url&s loca
le=en CA

Homesteads as ecological islands in prairie
landscapes

Dr. Christy Morrissey's research group at the University of
Saskatchewan is seeking a few additional abandoned
homesteads in the North Saskatchewan River watershed
and Redberry Lake region for a wildlife conservation
study.

Abandoned prairie homesteads often contain semi-
natural habitats —including shelterbelts, dense
vegetation, and older buildings—that can provide
valuable refuge for local wildlife. The study aims to better
understand how these sites contribute to conservation
within working prairie landscapes.

Researchers are looking for landowners who may be
willing to include their property in the study. Participation
involves the placement of acoustic recording units (ARUs)
and trail cameras to monitor bird and mammal presence
and activity. Equipment would be installed for a few
weeks, or through the end of summer, with minimal
disturbances and no work from the landowner.

If you are interested in being a partner in conservation, or
know someone who might be, please reach out to Dr.
Christy Morrissey at christy.morrissey@usask.ca (306-
966-4433) or James Fiorino at james.fiorino@usask.ca
(250-896-6218) as soon as possible. Thank you for
supporting wildlife conservation on the Prairies!

Photo: Branimir Gjetvaj
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Saskatoon Nature Society
Mailing address:

PO Box 27013 GROSVENOR PARK
SASKATOON SK S7H 5N9

Website:

https://saskatoonnature.org

Newsletter

The deadline for the next newsletter is August 17. Please
send any announcements or articles to Kathy Meeres.
Please email: godmee@sasktel.net or call 306-343-8590.

Facebook:

www.facebook.com/SaskatoonNatureSociety

The editor would appreciate if articles are complete and
submitted electronically.

Please consider switching from a paper to electronic copy of the SNS newsletter. You will help us save on paper, stamps, and volunteer
time and you will get information more quickly and get pictures in colour.
Please contact Claire Bullaro (c.bear@sasktel.net) with your email address to switch. Thank you.
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Greg Fenty....cccccvvvviniiinnnnnnn, 306-370-8839........cceeeenn.

Stan Shadick .......ccccceveenennne 306-652-5975 .....ccccvveereennne. trips@saskatoonnature.org
Valerie Martz......ccccccoveunnnees 306-249-0468........cvvvueenenn.

JAN SPENCET .ottt j.spencer01@sasktel.net
Kathy Meeres...........ccuvee.n. 306-343-8590.......ccccuvvveeeen. godmee@sasktel.net
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The board of directors meets about once a month, usually in the week before the monthly meeting. If you wish to bring an
item to the attention of the board, please contact the president.
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