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Field Trips 
 

Any member is welcome to participate in any field trip.  
Contact the trip leader if you have any questions.  
Participants are free to depart early if they wish.  To 
download checklists, visit https://saskatoonnature.org/  
Number of registrants may be limited by current 
Saskatchewan COVID regulations. Please wear a mask and 
maintain physical distancing when outside your vehicle. 
Bus Information: 306-975-3100.  
 
Many of our trip destinations are described in the 3rd 
edition of “A Guide to Nature Viewing Sites in and around 
Saskatoon” available from 
https://saskatoonnature.org/special-publications/ 
 
Check https://saskatoonnature.org/ Website for any 
updated information 
 
Sat. July 3 
Butterfly Count 
Help count butterflies in the 
Saskatoon area. 
Register by emailing 
leighton@sasktel.net giving 
your full name and phone 
number. 
 
Sat. July 17 10:00 AM – 11:30 AM.  
Birding trip to Lt. Col Walker Park Area 
in Montgomery Place. We will look for bush and water 
birds. 
Trip is open to everyone. No registration needed.  
Meet at the south side of the park on Cassino Avenue in 
Montgomery Place. 
See google map link: 
https://goo.gl/maps/smSSuB2NGgSLBTkT6 
Leaders: Sara Bryson (306-261-6156) and Erin Lang.  
 
 
 
 

 
Sat. July 24 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
Shorebird Trip  
Members only. We will drive to visit suspected areas with 
shorebirds near Saskatoon. Bring a lunch. 
Leader: John Patterson 
Register by email to jrpatterson@shaw.ca giving your full 
name and phone number. 
 
Sun. August 8 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
Douglas Park Sand Dunes Hike 
Members only. We will drive about 140 km south of 
Saskatoon to Douglas Provincial Park. We will then hike 
about 6 km to see the sand dunes. Bring a hat, sunscreen 
and lots of water. 
Leaders: Sara Bryson (306-261-6156) and Erin Lang.  
Register by email to demeter187@hotmail.com giving 
your full name and phone number. 
 
Wed. August 11 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM 
Wildflower hike to Small Swale 
Members Only. We will be looking for late-season 
wildflowers and also try identifying wildflowers by their 
seed heads 
Leader: Renny Grilz 
Register by email to rgrilz@meewasin.com giving your full 
name and phone number. 
 
Sat. August 21 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM 
Gabriel Dumont Park Warbler Walk 
Trip is open to everyone. No registration needed. 
Meet in parking lot for this park. 
Leader Robert Johanson (306-653-2610) 
 
Sat. August 28 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM 
Forestry Farm Warbler Walk 
Members only. 
Leader Stan Shadick (306-652-5975) 
Register by email to trips@saskatoonnature.org giving 
your full name and phone number. 
 
 

   Pearl Crescent           May Haga 

https://saskatoonnature.org/
https://saskatoonnature.org/special-publications/
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mailto:demeter187@hotmail.com
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Wed. September 8 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
Maple Grove Birding Walk 
Members Only. 
Leader: Renny Grilz 
Register by email to rgrilz@meewasin.com giving your full 
name and phone number. 
 
Saturday, September 11 
Fall Bird Count 
Open to everyone. 
Register by email to trips@saskatoonnature.org giving 
your full name and phone number. 
 
Wed. September 15 7:30 PM – 9:00 PM 
Bat Hike through Maple Grove 
Members only. 
We will look for any flying bats and use a special 
instrument to listen to their ultrasonic sounds. 
Leader: Renny Grilz 
Register by email to rgrilz@meewasin.com giving your full 
name and phone number. 

 
President’s Message 

 
Summer has arrived and with it the SNS field trip season 
kicks into high gear. I had the pleasure of participating in 
the May 15th trip to Proctor Lake led by Janine McManus 
and Bob Godwin.  We had perfect weather to view this 
gorgeous area which offered a variety of habitats: open 
grasslands, aspen bluffs and the wetlands of Proctor Lake. 
The bird life was amazing! 
 
Our field trips give me an opportunity to meet and chat 
with our members. I had posted a notice in our last 
newsletter that the SNS urgently needed to fill the 
Treasurer’s role on the Board. During the field trip, I had 
the pleasure of meeting Laurette Lefol, a chartered 
accountant who has offered to take on the role. Laurette 
has a wealth of experience working with non-profit 
organizations and will transition into the position over the 
summer. She will be taking over from Yvonne Cuttle, who 
has graciously stepped back into the role to help until we 
recruited a new Treasurer. Laurette will be working with 
Bev Roth of Bev Roth Accounting Services, who has 
generously donated her accounting services to the SNS 
during the transition period. I would like to thank Yvonne 
and Bev for helping us through this difficult time and 
Laurette for taking on her new role with SNS. The 
Treasurer’s position is often a challenge for non-profits 

and I’m thrilled that we have been able to recruit such a 
qualified candidate as Laurette.   
 
Another development that’s happened over the last 
month is that the SNS is once again submitting Nature 
Notes articles to the StarPhoenix. The first article ran in 
the June 10 issue of Bridges. We have a six-month trial 
with Postmedia to submit one article per month for the 
next six months. The Managing Editor indicated that we 
would review the situation at that point. Our first article 
was by John Patterson: The American Robin Sings with a 
Purpose. If you don’t receive Bridges, here is the link to 
the article: 
https://thestarphoenix.com/life/bridges/nature-notes-
the-american-robin-sings-with-a-purpose 
I’ve received lots of positive comments about John’s 
article. I’m pleased that the SNS is once again able to 
publish Nature Notes. It’s a fantastic public relations 
exercise for us. The articles will be posted and archived on 
the SNS website.   
 
Nature Canada has approached the SNS is take the lead 
for Saskatoon on its Bird-Friendly City initiative. The 
program is designed to promote measures that make 
cities a friendlier place for birds. These include threat 
reduction, habitat protection and restoration, and 
community outreach and education. Our Board member, 
Janine McManus, has volunteered to be the co-ordinator 
for the project. She will be assembling a “Bird Team” with 
representatives from a variety of organizations. Look for 
future notices in our newsletter on this important 
initiative.  

 
Blair McCann 

 

Asquith Nature Destination Update 
 

On June 29th, 2021, our partnership with NCC to establish 
the Asquith Nature Destination property was officially 
announced! You can view the full announcement at 
https://www.natureconservancy.ca/en/where-we-
work/saskatchewan/news. 
 
A brand new kiosk to the side of the parking lot features a 
large map of the trail that spans about 4 kilometres across 
the property and loops back around the woodland on the 
far SE corner.  The fenced sections of land have thin stiles 
to let people through, but keep calves in. The kiosk also 
has a lovely plaque to commemorate our partnership with 

mailto:trips@saskatoonnature.org
https://thestarphoenix.com/life/bridges/nature-notes-the-american-robin-sings-with-a-purpose
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the NCC to establish the Nature Destination as part of the 
Asquith Complex. 
 
If you’ve had the opportunity to get out to this beautiful 
complex, you will know that it’s a perfect example of 
prairie grassland. As soon as you step past the parking 
area, all you can hear are birds and insects, and you can 
smell the sweet scent of wildflowers, wolf willow, and 
fresh air. 
The narrowly mowed trail has been established, along 
with the addition of trail signs featuring photos from our 
very own members.  It is especially wonderful that photos 
taken by our beloved May Haga are now memorialized on 
these educational signs. 
 
The SNS has already been on the site this season!  In early 
Spring a thoughtful SNS member, Lorne Lavier, built 
several bluebird boxes and our president helped to install 
them along fence lines in the Asquith property. Highlights 
from our latest trip to the property in mid-June included 
discovering huge patches of Bearberry, the sweet smell of 
wild strawberries, Cut-Leaf Anemone, Twining 
Honeysuckle, several Least Flycatchers, Warbling Vireos, 
Eastern Kingbirds, and 7 Baltimore Orioles! 
 
SNS members are now very welcome to explore the 
Asquith Nature Destination. Be sure to document your 
sightings on iNaturalist and/or eBird. Watch for an 
upcoming email notice for volunteers to help with fence 
removal and additional field trips and volunteer 
opportunities. 
 

Young Naturalists 
 
The Young Naturalists is all about nature activities for kids 
and their families. Each program offers interesting 
activities geared for children aged 5 to 11 years. Children 
must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. Enrolment 
is limited on most programs and often programs fill up in 
advance, so register early. To register or for more 
information e-mail: naturekids@saskatoonnature.org. 
 

 Mid-week Butterflies Wednesday, July 14 and 
August 11 at 1:00 
 

Depending on current COVID-19 guidelines the group size 
on these Young Naturalists programs may be limited. Visit 
the Young Naturalists web page for more details.  

https://saskatoonnature.org/young-naturalists/ 

 

Golden Eagles Summer Program 
 

The Golden Eagles, a sub-group of Saskatoon Nature 
Society, invites retirees and partners who are interested 
in birds and our cultural and natural history, to join our 
field trips.  Participants should be members of the 
Saskatoon Nature Society and consider membership in 
Nature Saskatchewan, our provincial affiliate.   
 
Bring lunch, drinks and chairs, unless otherwise noted.  
Members with CB or FRS radios should bring them on out-
of-town trips. Carpooling is left to the discretion of 
participants.  For out-of-town trips, participants are 
expected to share gasoline costs and should make 
arrangements with the driver to do so.  Unless indicated, 
there is no other charge.  However, if a trip involves a 
guided tour of a facility, participants may be asked to 
make a donation to the facility.  
 
Participants can depart early, if they wish.   
 
Phone trip leader if you have any questions.  Dress for the 
weather. 
 
Thursday, July 1  No trip 
 
Thursday, July 8, 8:30-10:30 
Chief Whitecap Park - MVA river edge walk 
Morning trip only.  Bring chair and snack if you want to 
stop for coffee break after the walk. 
Please meet at the south end of the park, across from the 
entrance to Riverside Golf & Country Club, 3180 
Grasswood Road West. 
Directions:  Lorne Ave, drive south (highway 219) to 
Grasswood Road.  Turn west (right turn), drive till you get 
to the entrance of Chief Whitecap parking lot. 
Leader:  Hilda Noton (306-374-0674)  
hilda.noton@sasktel.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Ladybug                   May Haga 

mailto:naturekids@saskatoonnature.org
https://saskatoonnature.org/young-naturalists/
mailto:hilda.noton@sasktel.net
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Thursday, July 15, 8:00 
Bob Armstrong acreage, Maymont area  
Please meet at Churchill shopping center, corner of Taylor 
Street & Clarence Ave. 
Leader:  Bob Armstrong & Hilda Noton (306-374-0674) 
hilda.noton@sasktel.net 
 
Thursday, July 22, 8:30-10:30 
Northeast swale with Renny Grilz 
No washroom facilities. 
Please meet at the NE swale gate. 
Joan Feather:  (306-653-3160) < jfeather@sasktel.net> 
 
Thursday, July 29, 8:00 
Round Prairie-Cultural and Natural History 
Interpreter:  Faye Maurice, Traditional Knowledge Keeper, 
Saskatoon Public School District. 
Morning trip only. No washrooms on site; nearest at 
Whitecap Trail Gas Bar. Bring chair, beverage and snack (if 
possible, bring enough snack to participate in traditional 
sharing). 
Please meet at Churchill shopping center corner of Taylor 
Street & Clarence Ave. 
Leader: Joan Feather (306-653-3160) < 
jfeather@sasktel.net> 
 
Thursday, August 5  
No trip 
 
Thursday, August 12, 8:00 
Fall shorebirds  
Meeting place and trip 
details TBD.  
Please register with the 
leader. 
Leader: John Patterson (306) 
249-0468   
<jrpatterson@shaw.ca> 
 
 
Thursday, August 19, 8:00 
Fall Warblers Pike Lake area, lunch at Pike Lake 
Limit 15 participants.   Please register with leaders. 
Leaders:  Bill & Audrey MacKenzie (306-373-2872). 
 
Thursday, August 26, 8:00 
Petrofka Bridge Orchard and crooked trees.  
Walking trails, bird watching, café & ice cream shop. 

Pies, breads, fresh produce, berries, and locally produced 
items for sale.  
Please meet at Churchill Shopping Center corner of Taylor 
Street & Clarence Ave. 
Leader:  Joan Feather (306-653-3160) < 
jfeather@sasktel.net> 
 
These trips were organized by Joan Feather, Anna 
Leighton and Hilda Noton. 
 

Birds of Conservation Concern 
 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has issued a report on 
bird species that are likely to become candidates for 
listing under the Endangered Species Act unless additional 
conservation action is taken. 
(https://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/
birds-of-conservation-concern-2021.pdf) 
The following species appear on the Saskatoon Area 
Checklist, and have been identified as of concern 
continent-wide, or of specific concern in the Prairie 
Pothole Region. 
 

Western Grebe Long-eared Owl 

Clark’s Grebe Short-eared Owl 

Black-billed Cuckoo Lewis’s Woodpecker 

Rufous Hummingbird Red-headed Woodpecker 

Yellow Rail Olive-sided Flycatcher 

American Golden-Plover Wood Thrush 

Hudsonian Godwit Sprague’s Pipit 

Marbled Godwit Evening Grosbeak 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper Chestnut-collared Longspur 

Pectoral Sandpiper Grasshopper Sparrow 

Short-billed Dowitcher LeConte’s Sparrow 

Lesser Yellowlegs Baird’s Sparrow 

Willet Bobolink 

Franklin’s Gull Prothonotary Warbler 

Black Tern Connecticut Warbler 

Yellow-billed Loon Canada Warbler 

Snowy Owl  

 
 

Birding Trails in Southeast Alberta 
 
The Society of Grasslands Naturalists, based out of 
Medicine Hat AB, has compiled a list of birding trails for 
Southeast Alberta.  There are over 70 sites grouped in 15 
trails.  Each trail is suitable for a day’s investigation.  All 

   Willet                             May Haga 

mailto:hilda.noton@sasktel.net
mailto:jfeather@sasktel.net
mailto:jfeather@sasktel.net
mailto:jfeather@sasktel.net
https://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/birds-of-conservation-concern-2021.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/birds-of-conservation-concern-2021.pdf
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sites are publicly accessible with no additional permission 
needed. Each has detailed directions, as well as what 
species can be expected.  The trail descriptions can be 
downloaded at their website: 

http://grasslands-naturalists.org/birding/ 
  
If you’re planning a trip to that part of the world, these 
trails definitely look like something worth checking out. 

 
 

Special Publications Order Update 
 
The online order form for SNS publications will be revised 
effective July 1st.  There are two changes of note.  First, 
the cost of a copy of Birds of the Saskatoon Area will 
increase to $21 in order to recoup the GST payable on this 
Nature Saskatchewan publication (GST #119140283 
RT0001).  The other change is an increase in postage and 
handling fees to more accurately reflect actual 
costs.  [Increased activity over the past year has clearly 
demonstrated that you can’t mail a large book or more 
than one book anywhere for only $5!]  As always, 
purchasers may arrange to pick up their orders from the 
coordinator at their convenience and at no extra cost.  As 
the pandemic wanes I suspect more people will choose 
that option.  
 
Donna Bruce 
Publications Coordinator 
 

 

Notes 

Nature Conservancy of Canada: Field of Dreams: Saving 
our Endangered Grasslands with our SGI Rebates & other 
donations: The purpose of this fundraiser is to collectively 
pool our SGI rebates & other donations together to help 
acquire, protect, and preserve endangered grasslands by 
working with Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC). This 
initiative turns these donations into a permanent legacy 
by conserving grasslands for many future generations and 
species. 

For every dollar donated to Field of Dreams, Heather Ryan 
and David Dubé will donate a dollar to Nature 
Conservancy of Canada to support conservation 
throughout the province. Campaign runs to July 16. 

Please consider switching from a paper to electronic 
copy of the SNS newsletter. You will help us save on 
paper, stamps, and volunteer time and you will get 
information more quickly and get pictures in colour. 
Please contact Claire Bullaro (c.bear@sasktel.net) with 
your email address to switch. Thank you. 
 
Can’t find your emailed newsletter? 
Sometimes it might end up in your “spam” or “junk” 
folders. Be sure to check there if you feel you’re missing it 
(usually arrives not later than the first few days of each 
month, except June and August).  It helps to add Claire’s 
email address (c.bear@sasktel.net) to your address book 
or to flag it as “trusted sender”.  
 
To renew your membership please visit the SNS website: 
https://saskatoonnature.org/membership/ 
 
 
Questions: contact our President, Blair McCann by email 
at president@saskatoonnature.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don’t throw away your membership card! 
 
Your card entitles you to discounts at these local nature-
related businesses: 

 Early’s Farm and Garden Centre provides a 10% 
discount on regular-priced seed, birdhouses and 
books. 

 Wild Birds Unlimited provides a 10% discount on 
many regular-priced items. 

 Don’s Photo offers a discount on photo-finishing 
  

   Pincushion cactus           K. Meeres 

http://grasslands-naturalists.org/birding/
https://saskatoonnature.org/membership/
mailto:president@saskatoonnature.org


 

6 

Saskatoon Nature Society 
Mailing address: 
PO Box 27013 GROSVENOR PARK 
SASKATOON SK S7H 5N9 
Website: 

https://saskatoonnature.org  
Facebook: 
   www.facebook.com/SaskatoonNatureSociety 

  

 

Newsletter 

The deadline for the next newsletter is August 17. Please 
send any announcements or articles to Kathy Meeres. 
Please email:  godmee@sasktel.net or call 306-343-8590.   
The editor would appreciate if articles are complete and 
submitted electronically. 

Please consider switching from a paper to electronic copy of the SNS newsletter. You will help us save on paper, stamps, and 
volunteer time and you will get information more quickly and get pictures in colour. 
Please contact Claire Bullaro (c.bear@sasktel.net) with your email address to switch. Thank you. 

 

 

Chairs and Coordinators 
 

Brochure  Mary Jean Roy ................. 306-665-0987 
Coffee   
Display  Greg Fenty ....................... 306-370-8839 
Facebook Editor  Sara Bryson  ..................... 306-261-6156 (text please) 
Field Trips  Stan Shadick .................... 306-652-5975 .................. trips@saskatoonnature.org  
Golden Eagles  Hilda Noton ..................... 306-374-0674 
Newsletter 
   Editor  Kathy Meeres .................. 306-343-8590 .................. godmee@sasktel.net  

Mailing  Bev Beland....................... 306-445-3439 
Mailing List Claire Bullaro ................... 306-373-1787 
e-distribution Claire Bullaro ................... 306-373-1787 .................. c.bear@sasktel.net  

Program  Heather Brenneman........  ........................................ habrenneman@sasktel.net 
Publications  Donna Bruce .................... 306-956-3437 .................. donna.bruce@sasktel.net 
Publicity  Ron Jensen ...................... 306-741-7537 
Webmaster  Trent Watts .....................  ........................................ web@saskatoonnature.org 
Young Naturalists  Greg Fenty ....................... 306-370-8839 .................. naturekids@saskatoonnature.org  

Board of Directors 
 

President  Blair McCann ................... 306-653-2958 .................. president@saskatoonnature.org  
Past President  Sara Bryson ..................... 306-261-6156 
Vice President  vacant ..............................  
Secretary  Diane Wells ..................... 306-229-0328 
Treasurer  Yvonne Cuttle (acting) .....  ........................................ treasurer@saskatoonnature.org  
Director  Laurette Lefol ..................  
Director Kathy Meeres .................. 306-343-8590 .................. godmee@sasktel.net 
Director  LeeAnn Latremouille .......   
Director  Stan Shadick .................... 306-652-5975 .................. trips@saskatoonnature.org  
Director  Ryan Dudragne ................  
Director  Joshua Erikson ...............  
Director  Heather Brenneman........  ........................................ habrenneman@sasktel.net 
Director  Janine McManus .............  
Director Jan Spencer .....................  ........................................ j.spencer01@sasktel.net 
 
The board of directors meets about once a month, usually in the week before the monthly meeting. If you wish to bring 
an item to the attention of the board, please contact the president. 

https://saskatoonnature.org/
http://www.facebook.com/SaskatoonNatureSociety
mailto:godmee@sasktel.net
mailto:trips@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:godmee@sasktel.net
mailto:c.bear@sasktel.net
mailto:habrenneman@sasktel.net
file:///D:/Documents_D/Kathy/SNS_Newsletter/V43No6JulyAug2021/donna.bruce@sasktel.net
mailto:web@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:naturekids@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:president@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:treasurer@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:godmee@sasktel.net
mailto:trips@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:habrenneman@sasktel.net
mailto:j.spencer01@sasktel.net
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            GE: Golden Eagles; YN: Young Naturalists  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
MacDowell 

Bog 

2 3 
Butterfly Count 

4 5 6 7 8 
GE: Chief 
Whitecap 

Park 

9 10 

11 12 13 14 
YN: Butterflies 

15 
GE: Bob 

Armstrong 
Acreage 

16 17 
Lt Col Walker 

Park Birds 

18 19 20 21 22 
GE: NE 
Swale 

23 24 
Shorebird Trip 

25 26 27 28 29 
GE: Round 

Prairie 

30 31 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 
Douglas Park 
Sand Dunes 

9 10 11 
Small Swale 
Wildflowers 

YN: Butterflies 

12 
GE: Fall 

Shorebirds 

13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 
Pike Lake 
Warblers 

20 21 
Gabriel 

Dumont Park 
Warblers 

22 23 24 25 26 
GE: Petrofka 
and Crooked 

Trees 

27 28 
Forestry 

Farm 
Warblers 

29 30 31     

AUGUST 

 

JULY 


