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Field Trips 
 
Members Only Events. We are planning some summer 
field trips with strict limits to the number of participants 
in accordance with Saskatchewan Phase 3 COVID-19 
regulations. Participants must follow social distancing at 
all times and wear masks when requested by the leader. 
Do not car-pool except with members of the same 
household or close associates. There will be no sharing of 
scopes or other equipment. All events are open only to 
paid-up members of the Saskatoon Nature Society. 
Members who wish to participate in a particular field trip 
must contact the listed leader by phone or email as 
quickly as possible. The leader will notify those members 
who are accepted to join their field trip and send them 
additional information about the meeting location and 
other trip details. 
 

Wednesday, July 1, 9:15 AM - 3:00 PM 
Wild Orchids field trip 

 
We will drive to the Nisbet forest (north of Duck Lake) and 
look for lady-slippers and other wild orchids. Bring lunch, 
mosquito repellent and rubber boots. 
Leaders: Bob Godwin and Renny Grilz 
To register: phone 306-343-8590 or email 
godmee@sasktel.net 
 

Saturday, July 25, 8:00 AM - 12:00 NOON. 
Frank Roy Memorial Shorebird Trip 

 
We plan to drive to areas where we suspect migrant 
shorebirds are found.  
Leaders: Stan Shadick and Robert Johanson. 
To register: phone 306-652-5975 or email  
trips@saskatoonnature.org 
 

Wednesday, August 5, 6:45 PM – 8:15 PM 
Prairie Wildflower and Tree Hike 

We plan to visit a riverbank park. 
Leader: Sara Bryson 
To register: Text or phone: 306-261-6156 

 
 

Saturday, August 8, 8:00 AM - 12:00 NOON. 
Shorebird Trip 2 

 
We plan to drive to areas where we suspect migrant 
shorebirds are found.  
Leaders: John Patterson and Stan Shadick. 
To register: phone 306-371-9354 or email 
jrpatterson@shaw.ca 
 

Saturday, August 22, 8:00 AM – 11:00 AM 
Warbler Walk 1 to a special rural site near city 

 
Leaders: Kyron Giroux, Stan Shadick and Renny Grilz  
To register: text 306-281-6996 or email 
kyrongiroux@gmail.com 
 

Saturday, August 29, 8:00 AM – 11:00 AM 
Warbler Walk 2 to a city park 

 
Leader: Guy Wapple and Stan Shadick  
To register: phone 306-249-3280 or email: 
gswap@sasktel.net 
 

Saturday, September 12 Fall Bird Count 
 

We need volunteers to help us survey the city and SE rural 
areas for migrant birds. Please phone Stan Shadick at 306-
652-5975 or email trips@saskatoonnature.org and 
provide your contact information and times that you are 
available to count birds. John Patterson will compile the 
results, which will be posted on our website. 
 
LATER FALL OUTINGS. Please check September 
newsletter. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

May Haga 

mailto:kyrongiroux@gmail.com
mailto:gswap@sasktel.net


 

2 

President’s Message 
 

 
I would like to officially welcome our new members of the 
Board: Blair McCann as Vice President, Ryan Dudragne as 
a Director, Joshua Erikson as a Director, and Al Scholz as a 
director. I look forward to collaborating with you in the 
next few years.  I would also like to thank Guy Wapple and 
Janine McManus for their contributions to the Board 
during their terms. I wish you all the best in your future 
endeavors. 
  
I am also happy to announce that beginning July 1, 2020 
we will be restarting field trips!  There will be appropriate 
Covid-19 precautions taken, and all trips in July and 
August will be for members only and of limited capacity 
but we are getting back out to Nature! I have missed 
meeting up with so many of you and sharing what our 
beautiful variety of 
local ecosystems has 
to offer.  Be safe and 
have fun exploring 
what Nature has to 
offer this summer. 
   
Sara Bryson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Golden Eagles 2019 AGM Report 
 
The Golden Eagles is a seniors’ subgroup of SNS.  We 
meet weekly, on Thursdays. We invite anyone interested 
in our natural, cultural and historic heritage to join us. 
Saskatoon Nature Society and Nature Saskatchewan 
memberships are encouraged. 
 
Here’s a summary of what we did in 2019: 
 
April: We were all eager to see the first crocuses and 
bluebirds along with migrating ducks, geese and  
Sandhill Cranes. We drove to Chappell Marsh, Pike Lake 
and Brightwater Marsh areas. 

 
May:  We drove to Porter Lake to see nesting Great Blue 
Herons and Black-crowned Night Herons. Nearby were 
thousands (!) of Snow Geese resting before their next 
flight north. There was also very good birding in the 
Perdue area in early May: Long-billed Curlew, Sprague’s 
Pipits, Black-necked Stilts and a Peregrine Falcon. 
Factoria, on the Meewasin trail was a good mid-May 
warbler walk too. As was Richard St. Barbe Baker 
Afforestation area near Chappell Marsh. Later, a bit 
farther out but worth the drive; historic Fish Creek and 
Riverlot Orchards Winery near St. Louis, on the banks of 
the South Saskatchewan River. Wine, good food, many 
birds including hummingbirds and ospreys. 
 
June: Max Abraham and the Pike Lake Turtle Watch 
conservation group introduced us to a breeding colony of 
Western Painted Turtles. Using spotting scopes, we could 
easily see turtles basking on logs in the warm sun. We 
almost got rained out at Bob Armstrong’s land near 
Maymont, but we managed to shelter under a cabin roof 
lined with old Barn Swallow nests and rows of abandoned 
tent caterpillar cocoons. This is 350 acres of private 
property, under an NCC conservation easement.  It 
features aspen parkland, wetlands and valley slopes with 
a variety of wild flowers and bird life. Near the end of 
June, Saskatoon historian Jeff  O’Brien guided us on 
naturalized walking trails at Mark Thompson Park. Great 
history and birdwatching.  
 
July: We visited two private Saskatoon homes with 
interesting yards, art, historic artifacts and birds. We 
drove to Langham to Barry Brown’s Bar BB Honey Ranch. 
We watched fresh, pure honey being extracted from 
honey combs. Of course, we got to taste the honey too. 
At Langham, we also visited Dieter Martin’s plant 
propagation and greenhouses. Picnic lunch in the 
greenhouse was fun. 
 
August: This was a good time to walk local park trails to 
find returning warblers.  During shorebird time in mid-to-
late August, we found suitable water with many 
shorebirds near Hague. Locally, Lakewood-Heritage Parks 
and Birkmaier Park have water ponds and naturalized 
areas that are good for viewing ducks, a few shorebirds, 
and warblers.  
 
September: A special tour was arranged to Ruddy Duck 
Lodge and Tiger Hills uplands, with leaders Dale Parker 
and Vicki Keeler. 

Sara Bryson 
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October: We toured Saskatoon historic Christ Church 
Anglican Cathedral and drove to Watrous for a geological 
history tour of the area. At Vonda, Prudhomme and Bruno 
district we found migrating Snow Geese, Sandhill Cranes, 
Franklin and Bonapart Gulls, and Swans. Whooping cranes 
are always a ‘must’ in October, wherever they may be. 
 
Winter trips included tours of LB Distillery and the new 
firehall on Clarence Avenue.  Prof. Dick Neal also did a 
presentation of his African field studies and safaris.   
 
Thank you to all who helped to plan or lead field trips: 
Bob Armstrong, Dave & Louise Cook, Chris Christensen, 
Joan Feather, Ron Jensen, Bill & Audrey Mackenzie, Dale 
Parker & Vicki Keeler, John Patterson & Val Martz, John 
Sheard, Stan Shadick, Lorne Sperling, Marten Stoffel & 
Regina Koenders, Mary Toews, Joan Weber, Hilda Voth. 
 
Hilda Noton ,  
With a ton of help from Louise Cook. 
 

 
May Bird Count May 30, 2020 

 
It was a different count this year.  Requirements for social 
distancing imposed some restrictions on how the count 
was conducted, so car-pooling was restricted to family 
groups and our usual team approach gave way to smaller 
groups and individuals surveying smaller areas within a 
sector.  We effectively had more parties counting than 
has normally been the case.  As a result, the effort as 
measured by party hours was almost 40% higher than 
normal.  With a more intense effort, the species count 
was an impressive 184, compared to an average of 172 for 
the previous 10 years.  The team of Guy Wapple, Ryan 
Dudragne and Joe Stookey, who surveyed individually in 
sector Southwest 1, had a stunning total of 141 species. 
 
Thank you to all participants for adapting to the unusual 
circumstances.  A full report will be posted to the SNS 
website at www.saskatoonnature.org. 

 

 
 
 

Young Naturalists 
 
The Young Naturalists is all about nature activities for kids 
and their families. Each program offers interesting 
activities geared for children aged 5 to 11 years. Children 
must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. Enrolment 
is limited on most programs and often programs fill up in 
advance, so register early. To register or for more 
information e-mail: naturekids@saskatoonnature.org. 
 
COVID concerns: There will be some modification to 
program numbers to ensure physical distancing.  The 
Young Naturalists program will continue to monitor the 
COVID-19 situation and will follow any new guidelines 
that come forward in the coming days.    
 
Please check  https://saskatoonnature.org/young-
naturalists/ for more information and current status of 
the programs. 
 
Bluebird Trail  continues to July 9 
Butterfly Field Trip  Wednesday, August 12 
Sandhill Crane Field Trip Saturday, September 19  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Golden Eagles Summer Program 
 
Membership in the Golden Eagles is open to retirees and 

partners interested in the natural world - birds, plants 
and more – and in its multicultural and historical 
context.  Participants should be members of the 
Saskatoon Nature Society and consider membership in 
Nature Saskatchewan.  
 
During these pandemic days, we recognize how important 
it is for us to experience nature to keep our spirits 
healthy.  Anticipating that the gradual “re-opening” of our 
communities is likely to continue, we are going ahead 
with our interrupted Golden Eagles field trips, starting in 
July, but with a few procedural changes reflecting public 

May Haga 
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health safety precautions.  In addition, we expect 
participants to respect each other’s personal safety 
decisions.  

- Our meeting place remains the same unless 
otherwise noted:   we meet on Thursdays at the 
Churchill Shopping Centre at Taylor St. and Clarence 
Ave.  Please note the departure times vary with the 
destination.  

- Bring lunch, drinks and chairs unless otherwise 
noted. Plans may include lunch at a restaurant, for 
which we may need to know how many plan to 
participate.  

- Bring your own hand sanitizer.  Use it after any 
bathroom stops, where facilities are available. 

- Do not car-pool except with members of the same 
household or close associates.  Be prepared to 
contribute to the cost of gas if you are a passenger. 

- If necessary to accommodate a large number of 
vehicles, we may split the group into two convoys.   

- Stay a safe distance apart during picnic lunches, 
introductions and explanations, and when discussing 
sightings. Or wear a mask. 

- Do not share scopes or other equipment. 
- Make maximum use of radio/CB communications 

between cars; be sure your equipment is working 
properly. 

 
Following is a tentative list of dates and destinations. 
Some are tentative until we get word that facilities are 
open, or until we can confirm availability of a guide.  For 
more information about trips, contact Joan Feather (306) 
653-3160 or email: jfeather@sasktel.net 
 
July 9  8:00 Round Prairie:  Metis History and Native 
  Prairie (tentative) 
July 16  8:00 North Star Pottery and Acreage  
  (tentative) 
July 23  8:00 Wetlands near Prud’homme and Dana 
July 30  8:00 Crooked Trees  
Aug 6    8:00 Shekinah Retreat Centre (tentative)  
  Note:  $5 per person charge 
Aug 13  8:00 Beland Farm 
Aug 20  9:00 Wanuskewin Heritage Park (tentative) 

Meet at Wanuskewin parking lot. Note:  
$9 admission for seniors.   

Aug 27  7:30 Last Mountain Lake National Wildlife 
Area, and LML Bird Observatory 
(tentative) 

 

AGM Ballot Results 
 

Due to the postponement of the 2020 AGM, the following 

motions that would have been presented at the March 

meeting were put to the Society’s members in May for a 

vote.  About twenty percent of the ballots were mailed, and 

the remainder were distributed by e-mail.  The response 

rate was about thirty percent for those who received a 

paper ballot and twenty percent for those who received an 

electronic ballot.  Thank you to Claire Bullaro and Bev 

Beland for handling the distribution of ballots and 

supporting documentation. 

 

The motions included: 

1. Motion to approve the 2019 financial statement 

2. Motion to dispense with a formal audit  

3. Motion to retain the accountant, Byron Reynolds, 

to review the 2020 financial statement. 

4. Motion to accept the slate of nominations for 

2020-2021 

 

Seventy-four members responded, although five 

ballots were deemed invalid as the electronic poll was 

completed incorrectly.  A minimum of twenty 

responses were required, according to the Society’s 

bylaws. All respondents were in favor of motions #1, 

#2 and #4. Sixty- eight were in favor of motion #3 

with 1 opposed (retention of the accountant). 

 

Thank you to all who participated.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please consider switching from a paper to electronic 
copy of the SNS newsletter. You will help us save on 
paper, stamps, and volunteer time and you will get 
information more quickly and get pictures in colour. 
Please contact Claire Bullaro (c.bear@sasktel.net) with 
your email address to switch. Thank you. 
 
 
 
To renew your membership please visit the SNS website: 
https://saskatoonnature.org/membership/ 

mailto:jfeather@sasktel.net
https://saskatoonnature.org/membership/
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Saskatoon Nature Society 
Mailing address: 
PO Box 27013 GROSVENOR PARK 
SASKATOON SK S7H 5N9 
Website: 

https://saskatoonnature.org  
Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/SaskatoonNatureSociety  

 

Newsletter 

The deadline for the next newsletter is August 17. Please 
send any announcements or articles to Kathy Meeres. 
Please email:  godmee@sasktel.net or call 306-343-8590.   
The publisher would appreciate if articles are complete 
and submitted electronically. 

 

Please consider switching from a paper to electronic copy of the SNS newsletter. You will help us save on paper, stamps, and 
volunteer time and you will get information more quickly and get pictures in colour. 
Please contact Claire Bullaro (c.bear@sasktel.net) with your email address to switch. Thank you. 

 

 

Chairs and Coordinators 
 

Brochure  Mary Jean Roy ................. 306-665-0987 
Coffee  Hilda Voth........................ 306-242-0198 
Display  Greg Fenty ....................... 306-370-8839 
Facebook Editor  .........................................  
Field Trips  Stan Shadick .................... 306-652-5975 .................. trips@saskatoonnature.org  
Golden Eagles  Hilda Noton ..................... 306-374-0674 
Membership  Michael Williams ............. 306-242-5383 
Newsletter 
   Publisher  Kathy Meeres .................. 306-343-8590 .................. godmee@sasktel.net  

Mailing  Bev Beland....................... 306-445-3439 
Mailing List Claire Bullaro ................... 306-373-1787 
e-distribution Claire Bullaro ................... 306-373-1787 .................. c.bear@sasktel.net  

Program  Joe Stookey ..................... 306-229-7499  
Publications  Donna Bruce .................... 306-956-3437 .................. donna.bruce@sasktel.net 
Publicity  Ron Jensen ...................... 306-741-7537 
Webmaster  Trent Watts .....................  ........................................ web@saskatoonnature.org 
Young Naturalists  Greg Fenty ....................... 306-370-8839 .................. naturekids@saskatoonnature.org  

Board of Directors 
 

President  Sara Bryson ..................... 306-261-6156 .................. president@saskatoonnature.org  
Past President  Valerie Martz ................... 306-249-0468 
Vice President  Blair McCann ...................  
Secretary  Diane Wells ..................... 306-229-0328 
Treasurer  Yvonne Cuttle .................. 306-374-5228 .................. treasurer@saskatoonnature.org  
Director  Kathy Meeres .................. 306-343-8590 
Director  Robert Johanson ............. 306-653-2610 
Director  LeeAnn Latremouille .......   
Director  Stan Shadick .................... 306-652-5975 .................. trips@saskatoonnature.org  
Director  Ryan Dudragne ................  
Director  Joshua Erikson ...............  
Director  Al Scholz .......................  
 
The board of directors meets about once a month, usually in the week before the monthly meeting. If you wish to bring 
an item to the attention of the board, please contact the president. 

https://saskatoonnature.org/
http://www.facebook.com/SaskatoonNatureSociety
mailto:godmee@sasktel.net
mailto:trips@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:godmee@sasktel.net
mailto:c.bear@sasktel.net
mailto:naturekids@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:president@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:treasurer@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:trips@saskatoonnature.org
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            GE: Golden Eagles; YN: Young Naturalists  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
Wild Orchids 

Trip 

2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 
GE: Round 

Prairie 

10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 
GE: North 

Star Pottery 

17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 
GE: 

Prud’homme 
Wetlands 

24 25 
Frank Roy 
Memorial 
Shorebirds 

26 27 28 29 30 
GE: Crooked 

Trees 

31  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2 3 4 5 
Prairie 

Wildflowers 
and Trees 

6 

GE: Shekinah 
Retreat 
Centre 

7 8 
Shorebird 

Trip 2 

9 10 11 12 
YN: Butterfly 

Field Trip 

13 
GE: Beland 

Farm 

14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 
GE: 

Wanuskewin 

21 22 
Warbler 
Walk 1 

23 24 25 26 27 
GE: Last Mtn 

Lake 

28 29 
Warbler 
Walk 2 

30 31      

AUGUST 

JULY 


