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President’s Message 

 
As we continue to follow Covid-19 recommendations and 
restrictions, I want to remind you all that nature can be a 
wonderful way to relieve stress and improve mental health. I 
recently acquired my first pair of proper birding binoculars and 
am looking forward to taking them on walks around my 
neighborhood in an effort to achieve sightings of the migratory 
and returning birds that I’m hearing from my backyard.  Set 
some nature goals for yourself this summer; to see a bird or 
plant on your life list, find a rare species, to visit 5, 10 or all of 
the entries in the Guide to Nature Viewing Sites, walk all or part 
of the Meewasin Trail, plan a pollinator garden full of native 
plants, or learn to identify common trees along our riverbanks.  
You can also improve your nature 
knowledge at home by watching webinars, 
like the Birds Canada one recently done by 
LeeAnn Latremouille for beginner birding, or 
taking the time to reacquaint yourself with 
your field guides.  Whatever activity you 
choose to do, our members are still 
connected and a great resource via phone or 
email.  I want to wish everyone a safe and 
healthy Spring and Summer. 

 

Saskatoon Nature Society - President’s Report 2019 
I could not have done this year as President without the 
amazing support from Valerie Martz, other past presidents and 
numerous other members.  As I mentioned in my first 
President’s message, I would again like to recognize the wealth 
of knowledge our society holds collectively.  The depth of 
knowledge and comradery in sharing of that knowledge with 
new and younger members is a unique and integral aspect of 
the Saskatoon Nature Society, and it allows us to openly 
welcome and educate a range of people with varying interests 
from birds to plants to insects to ecosystem management and 
conservation, and everything in between! 
 
It has been a very busy year for us meeting and development 
wise. My term began with the Saskatoon Freeway issues, which 
led to interesting research at the NE and Small Swales in late 
summer and early fall. There were also continuing meetings on 
developing the UWIN project in Saskatoon, Meewasin trail 
consultations, Green Strategy updates and meetings, and more. 
In addition, we continued to support Nature City Festival in a 
financial and community capacity. We further supported the  

 
education of nature to youth with the Kids in Nature Grant, 
whose 2019 recipients were the Nature City Festival – Outdoor 
Education Program and Meewasin’s Dark Sky Initiative at 
Beaver Creek. 
 
The Saskatoon Nature Society also has our newsletter, website, 
speaker program at general meetings, event displays, field trips, 
and funding for various endeavours. Please view their 
respective reports below. These are all made possible by our 
membership.  We ended 2019 with 420 memberships, and 
about 580 members.  This was made up of 164 Family 
Memberships, 245 Individual Memberships, 9 Junior 
Memberships, and 2 Lifetime Memberships.  I would like to 
thank Michael Williams, Claire Bullaro, Bev & Orval Beland and 
Yvonne Cuttle for the processing and tracking of our 
memberships, as well as Lorne Duczek and Hilda Noton for 
manning the membership table at meetings. 
 

Speaker Program 
The informative array of speakers for 2019 was organized by 
Joe Stookey.  Thank you to Joe for keeping us educated. 

 January - Ecology and Conservation of Whooping 
Cranes, Mark Bidwell 

 February - On the Loose with a Long Lens in Sri Lanka 
and Saskatchewan, Kosala Rajapaksha 

 March – Members Slide Night 

 April – Nature-based Solutions for Climate Change, Dr. 
Branimir Gjetvaj 

 September – Saskatchewan Farmland Moose Project, 
Dr. Ryan Brook 

 October – The Art of Nature, Cam Forrester 

 November – My (Short) Time on the Ice: Antarctic 
Icefish Expedition, Brian Eames 

 December - On the Trail of the Great Plains Toad in 
Saskatchewan, Andrew Didiuk 

I would also like to thank Hilda Voth for organizing and 
providing us with refreshments at our general meetings. 
 

Publicity & Communication 
Trent Watts assisted the Board in developing our wonderful 
new website at saskatoonnature.org. He continues to help us 
maintain and update it. Thank you, Trent, for your continued 
support in this matter. Dawn Loewen and Stan Shadick also 
helped to update the website, and thank you to them too. 
 

May Haga 
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Kathy Meeres has done an excellent job as our newsletter 
editor.  I greatly thank her for this work and for supporting me 
to get things done on time. The Saskatoon Nature Society 
provides our membership with 10 newsletters each year.  We 
are able to distribute newsletters by mail and email with the 
help of Bev and Orval Beland who handle mailed letters and 
Claire Bullaro who sends out our electronic version.  We are 
very appreciative of the amount of work that goes into this 
process. 
 
Our Facebook page is mainly managed by Sara Bryson, with 
much appreciated admin support from Greg Fenty and LeeAnn 
Latrimouille to help coordinate posts, answer messages, and 
create events. 
 
Additional publicity support is provided by Ron Jensen, who 
distributes our public service announcements both in person 
and electronically to a variety of interested parties which 
include the public libraries, university community, local 
publications, and other societies. Thank you to Ron. I would also 
like to thank the many other like-minded societies who share 
our events via email, their newsletters, and on Facebook. 
 
Another thank you is also needed to Mary-Jean Roy who 
distributes our brochures and rack cards to public libraries and 
other locations. 

 
Display Report provided by Greg Fenty, SNS Display Organizer 

In 2019 the Saskatoon Nature Society had large displays at 
Gone Wild for Wildlife, Heritage Festival of Saskatoon, 
GardenScape, and Reflections of Nature.  Thank you to the 
many volunteers who staffed our display and promoted our 
field trips, workshops, and membership. 
 

2019 SNS Field Trip Committee Report submitted by Stan 

Shadick, SNS Field Trip Chairman 
Last year the field trip committee organized 40 birding field 
trips, 2 bird migration counts + 4 Christmas Bird counts within 
the Saskatoon birding area. In addition, there were 6 botany 
trips and a popular winter wildlife tracks ID event with 
Meewasin. 
 
2019 field trip committee members included Andrew Elgin, Sara 
Bryson, Renny Grilz, LeeAnn Latremouille, Janine McManus, 
John Patterson, Marten Stoffel, Kyron Giroux, Michael Williams, 
Bob Godwin, Alice Hiller, Katie Suek, Robert Johanson and Stan 
Shadick. Additional field trip leaders included Anna Leighton, 
Hilda Voth, Heather Wagg, Jan Shadick, Hilda Noton, Bill and 
Audrey MacKenzie, Guy Wapple and Ron Jensen. 
 
Two migratory bird counts were organized by Stan Shadick and 
John Patterson.  The local Christmas bird counts were organized 
and compiled by John Patterson, Greg Fenty, Kyron Giroux, 
Donna Bruce and Stan Shadick.  There was also a butterfly count 

in July. In 2019, the committee also helped organize a popular 
series of bird identification workshops with Birds Canada as well 
as an invasive plant workshop with Meewasin.  
 
The field trip committee always welcomes new trip suggestions 
and volunteer leaders. We especially need leaders for summer 
butterfly trips. 
 
I would like to thank all the trip and workshop leaders and 
committee members for their tremendous efforts in organizing 
and leading our highly successful field trip program.  
 

Young Naturalists Report provided by Greg Fenty, Young 

Naturalist Coordinator 
The Young Naturalists is a joint program of the Saskatoon 
Nature Society and the Saskatoon Zoo Society.  This past year 
marked the 50th anniversary of the Young Naturalists program 
providing hands-on science-based programs designed to 
develop a life-long appreciation and understanding of nature.  
Our anniversary was bitter-sweet as Mary Houston, one of the 
program founders, passed away on July 19 at the age of 94.  
With her Bachelor of Education and a love of nature, Mary was 
the driving force behind the Young Naturalists.  Her 
environmental education influence was felt far beyond the 
Young Naturalists. She received many awards for her work and 
was rightly named one of the University of Saskatchewan’s 
Alumni of Influence. 
 
The keystone conservation project of the Young Naturalists 
remains the Bluebird Trail (which is now called the Mary 
Houston Bluebird Trail).  Since 1969 this hands-on project 
utilizes the help of the Young Naturalists participants to monitor 
the productivity and survivorship of cavity-nesting grasslands 
birds. Throughout the month of June, the kids are busy 
monitoring the 250 nest boxes along the trail.  This year we had 
77% occupancy with 506 baby Tree Swallows and 23 Mountain 
Bluebirds hatched.  To monitor their survivorship, we placed leg 
bands on 151 Tree Swallows and 20 Mountain Bluebirds.  The 
data we collect is used by scientists throughout North America.  
We wish all our birds well, however our observations continue 
to mirror the long-term trend observed by scientists that has 
shown a 55% decrease in grasslands birds since 1970. 
 
In 2019 over 500 Young Naturalists participants (321 Kids and 
216 adults) took part in 32 programs in all seasons.  One of the 
highlights was our Christmas Bird Count for Kids (CBC4Kids) 
which continues to grow each year.  This year over 140 
participated in the count (93 were kids)! 
 
The program is volunteer co-ordinated by Greg Fenty and 
utilizes the, much appreciated, volunteer assistance from 
Marten Stoffel, Denise Skuce, Lorelei Kurtenbach, Cathy 
Bartsch, Kathleen Zary, Bruce Boldt, and Kyron Giroux.  The 
program is also very grateful of the Saskatoon Zoo Society for 
providing a major portion of the program funding.  A special 
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thank you to Orval and Beverly Beland for donating binoculars 
and cordless drills (for repairing and replacing nestboxes). 
 
2019 Young Naturalists Activities: 

 Tracks (12 Kids/8 Adults) 

 Pishing (3 Kids/2 Adults) -Weather poor. 

 Pellets (15 Kids/12 Adults) 

 Birdhouse (15 Kids/12 Adults) 

 Crocus (15 Kids/10 Adults) 

 Pike Lake Field Trip (20 Kids/15 Adults) 

 Owl Banding (10 Kids/12 Adults) 

 Bluebird Trail (30 Kids/26 Adults ) 19 programs! 

 Butterflies (54 Kids/17 Adults) Two programs! 

 Sandhill Cranes (18 Kids/20 Adults) 

 Saw-whet Owls (14 Kids/16 Adults) 

 Bird Feeder (22 Kids/13 Adults) 

 Christmas Bird Count for Kids (93 Kids/ 47 Adults) 
 

Golden Eagles Report 
Look for the Golden Eagle Report in our July/August Newsletter. 
 

Update of the Bequest from the Estate of Patricia 
Thomas prepared by Valerie Martz 

In 2019, the Society received a bequest of $40,000 from the 
estate of Dr. Patricia Thomas.  Patricia was a professor in the 
Toxicology Department and specialized in radiation toxicology. 
She did her PhD in Biology under the supervision of Dr. John 
Sheard.  Although not a member of SNS, she had a keen interest 
in the environment, conservation and animal protection.  She 
gave a presentation to the Society in April 2018 about the 
effects of radiation in the Ukraine after the Chernobyl nuclear 
reactor disaster. It was probably her last public speaking 
engagement as she had been housebound for some months 
with kidney disease.  
 
The money has been invested in GICs whilst the Board identifies 
how best to use this legacy.  The Board has discussed and is 
considering ways in which to use these funds.  These might 
include creating a lasting legacy or providing support to various 
projects or activities that align with the Society’s objectives of 
promoting the appreciation of nature, supporting conservation 
and encouraging a deeper knowledge of nature. If any member 
has specific proposals or ideas they wish the Board to consider 
they should contact the President. 
 

Report of the Treasurer  
Please refer to the documents provided in the recent AGM 
mailout for treasurer’s statements. 
Upon request addressed to the President or the Treasurer, a 
copy of the full 2019 SNS Financial Statements and Report will 
be provided to any member of the Saskatoon Nature Society.  
 
 

I would like to extend a huge thank you to everyone that 
contributed volunteer hours in leading field trips, representing 
us at displays, educating us as a speaker, providing 
refreshments at meetings, dealing with memberships, 
organizing and preparing mailings and emails, supporting 
publicity, representing SNS at meetings, contributing to the 
newsletter, and participating on any committees and/or as part 
of the Board.  Everyone’s contributions make our efforts 
possible. I look forward to seeing what 2020 brings for the 
Saskatoon Nature Society and what we can accomplish in 
conservation and education of nature in and around Saskatoon 
in the years to come. 

Sara Bryson 
 

 
May Bird Count – May 30, 2020 

We invite experienced birders who are healthy and not in 
quarantine to participate in the May Bird Count on Saturday, 
May 30. In order to follow COVID safe self-isolation steps, we 
plan to assign different birding sectors (or sub-sectors) to each 
individual or family so that they can participate on their own 
without any in-person contact with other participants. Birding 
Teams and car sharing outside family groups are not consistent 
with current public health recommendations. If you wish to 
participate, please email trips@saskatoonnature.org and 
indicate your full name(s); phone number and email address. 
Please also indicate what hours you plan to participate, your 
preference (if any) for a rural or urban sector and whether you 
will have access to a car or wish to participate on foot near your 
residence. John Patterson will be compiling the count.  If you 
have questions, please phone Stan Shadick at 306-652-5975. 

 
Other SNS Field Trips 

Due to COVID-19 self-isolation suggestions, all SNS field trips 
have been cancelled through the end of June with the exception 
of the May Bird Count on May 30. Information about future 
trips can be found in the Upcoming Field Trip section of our 
https://saskatoonnature.org/scheduled-trips/ webpage. Our 
publication “Nature Viewing Sites In and Around Saskatoon” 
contains a wealth of information for areas for naturalists to visit 
on their own. We plan to post specific observing information 
about certain species (e.g. bluebirds) on our webpage. 

 
Young Naturalists 

Bluebird Trail: This program was scheduled to start May 27 and 
run through to July 10.  Because there is a limit on numbers of 
participants on each outing we may be able to run this limited 
program. See website for details and updates. 
 
The next scheduled event is the Butterfly Field Trip Wednesday, 
August 12 at 11:00 a.m. Stay tuned! 
 

 

mailto:trips@saskatoonnature.org
https://saskatoonnature.org/scheduled-trips/
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Golden Eagles 
All field trips cancelled at least to the end of June. Please check 
the website for updates. https://saskatoonnature.org 

 

Remembering Frank Roy (1928 – 2020) 
 
Our dear friend, Frank Roy 
passed away on April 11, 2020. 
For 35 years, Frank taught over 
4500 students at City Park and 
Walter Murray high schools in 
Saskatoon as well as at 
Meadow Lake, Gambia, and at 
the Canadian Military Base in 
Lahr, Germany. He specialized 
as an English teacher but also 
taught French, Social Studies 
and Outdoor Education 
programs. He loved teaching, 
earning nothing but appreciation and respect both in and 
outside the classroom. One of his students, acclaimed poet, 
author and Rhodes Scholar Mark Abley, considered Frank to be 
“one of the most influential people in my life”. Frank received 
numerous awards including the Meewasin Conservation Award, 
the Joe Duffy award for excellence in the teaching of English, an 
Honourary degree from the University of Saskatchewan and the 
Saskatchewan Order of Merit.  
 
Frank Roy was a founding member and past president of the 
Saskatoon Nature Society and helped establish our Nature 
Notes columns in local newspapers. He helped organize our first 
May bird counts and the Golden Eagles birding group, and 
frequently led trips to various city parks as well as Gardiner 
Dam and Luck Lake. “Taking a walk with Frank was like taking a 
master-class in birding, with small helpings of other aspects 
from life thrown in for good measure. He was funny but 
thought provoking, imparting a gentle sense that you should 
always try your best to live up to your ability.”  
 
Frank was also a past president and Fellow of Nature 
Saskatchewan. He was an active member of committees that 
advocated for the creation of Grasslands National Park and 
Athabasca Sand Dunes Provincial Park. He was a co-editor of 
both “Birds of Saskatchewan” and “Birds of the Saskatoon Area” 
and author of “Birds of the Elbow”. Frank was “a wonderful 
ambassador for those of us who are dedicated to protecting 
nature. We will remember Frank for his hours of volunteer 
time. But the memory of his insatiable laugh will be the one 
that lasts longest.” A funeral will be held later this year. 
Prepared by Stan Shadick with input from Lois Wooding and 
several other members. 
 
 
 

SNS AGM Ballots 
 

Ballots and financial information were distributed earlier in May 
for members to vote on motions that would have been put 
before the membership at the March Annual General 
Meeting.  These include motions to elect the slate of officers, to 
approve the financial statement, dispense with a formal audit 
and retain the accountant to review our finances. Please 
complete the doodle poll or return your ballots (hard copy for 
those not receiving emails) as soon as possible if you have not 
done so already.  The deadline is May 25.  Results will be 
published in the June-July newsletter.  Please contact Sara 
Bryson with any questions at 306-261-6156 
or president@saskatoonnature.org   Thank you. 

 
Nature Saskatchewan Spring Meet cancellation 

 
Due to the ongoing COVID 19 pandemic Nature Sask has 
regretfully made the decision to cancel the 2020 Spring Meet. 
They are planning to hold their annual general meeting virtually 
on Monday June 22 at 7PM. Details for how you can participate 
and documents for the meeting will be sent to members via 
email. If you have not provided Nature Saskatchewan with an 
email and wish to participate, please send them an email 
(info@naturesask.ca) or call their office (1-800-667-4668). 
https://www.naturesask.ca/get-involved/spring-meet 

 

 
Please consider switching from a paper to electronic copy of 
the SNS newsletter. You will help us save on paper, stamps, and 
volunteer time and you will get information more quickly and 
get pictures in colour. Please contact Claire Bullaro 
(c.bear@sasktel.net) with your email address to switch. Thank 
you. 
 
To renew your membership please visit the SNS website: 
https://saskatoonnature.org/membership/ 
 
Updates to field trips and programming will be posted on the 
Saskatoon Nature Society website at 
https://saskatoonnature.org. 
 
Questions: contact our President , Sara Bryson at 306-261-6156 
or by email at president@saskatoonnature.org 
 
Next newsletter: late June or early July. Deadline to be 
determined. 
 
Mailing address:  PO Box 27013 GROSVENOR PARK 
   SASKATOON SK S7H 5N9 
 
Website: https://saskatoonnature.org  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaskatoonNatureSociety 
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