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Saskatoon Nature Society 

Newsletter 
                                                 February 2020  Vol. 42 No. 2 

 

 

 

 

February Meeting  
 

"Saskatchewan Breeding Bird Atlas:  
the first 3 Years" 

 
7:30 PM Thursday February 20 

Room 1130 Health Sciences E-Wing, U. of S. Campus  

 

 
Join Birds Canada staff for a presentation highlighting the 
exciting finds, accomplishments, and adventures 
undertaken during the first three years of the 
Saskatchewan Breeding Bird Atlas. A labour of love made 
possible by volunteers and researchers alike, this five-year 
project aims to map the status and distribution of birds 
across Saskatchewan, contributing to Canada’s national 
Atlas program. With two seasons of data collection left to 
go there is ample opportunity to explore some of the 

many under-surveyed areas in southern Saskatchewan! 
 
 

Volunteer Atlassers Ian Cook, Chris Evans, Mike Ferguson, and 

Alex Mills at the famous Frog Portage on the Churchill River.  

 

 

Field Trips 
 
Everyone is welcome to participate in any field trip.  Bring 
your friends.  Carpooling for out-of-town trips is arranged 
at the meeting place; there is no charge other than to 
share gasoline costs.  Phone the trip leader if you have 
any questions.  Participants are free to depart early if they 
wish.  Members with FRS radios should bring them on out 
of town trips. For last minute changes or cancellations and 
to download checklists, visit https://saskatoonnature.org  
or www.facebook.com/SaskatoonNatureSociety/ 
Bus Information: 306-975-3100.  
 
Many of our trip destinations are described in the 3rd 
edition of “A Guide to Nature Viewing Sites in and around 
Saskatoon” available from 
https://saskatoonnature.org/special-publications/ 

 
 

Saturday, February 8, 2:00 PM – 3:30 PM 
Forestry Farm Bird Walk 

 
We will walk through this park watching for winter finches 
and other songbirds. 
Register (if possible) using the link at 
https://saskatoonnature.org/scheduled-trips/ 
Meet at south end of “overflow” parking lot next to the 
main hall. 
https://goo.gl/maps/N1xo9789xxqaFkQn8 
Leader: Bob Godwin (306-343-8590). 
 
 
 
 

 
Call for Nominations to the Board of Directors  
 
The board of directors of the Saskatoon Nature Society is 
elected at the March Annual General Meeting. If you 
would like to serve on the board, please contact the past-
president Valerie Martz at 306-249-0468  

More field trips on page 2 

 

https://saskatoonnature.org/
https://saskatoonnature.org/special-publications/
https://saskatoonnature.org/scheduled-trips/
https://goo.gl/maps/N1xo9789xxqaFkQn8
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President’s Message 
 

Winter in the prairies is cold and can be an unpredictable 
place during the winter months.  Many of the birds in and 
around the city can use a little help with their winter 
survival.  This includes providing food, water sources, and 
shelter. I am no expert by far, but here are some tips I 
have gathered on how to help our feathered friends. 
 
Surviving the colder months is all about energy intake and 
conserving output. Providing a higher fat or higher protein 
food source at your feeder is key. Black-oil sunflower 
seeds are a great option for a range of birds, and shelled 
sunflower seeds save a bit of energy output too. Another 
good energy source is shelled peanuts, which are popular 
among woodpeckers and nuthatches.  I’ve also heard 
Nyger seed is great for finches; however I have yet to see 
any at my feeder. When I posed my predicament on the 
Sask Birders Facebook page, crushed sunflower seed was 
recommended for our finches in the winter.  A mix that 
includes all or most of these is a good choice for the 
winter. 
 
In addition to your seed mix, suet is great for winter as it 
is literally fat.  Suet blocks and hanging feeders can be 
found at many retail stores, or you can make your own 
with rendered fat.  I have discovered that several of our 
members actually have access to rendered fat, so if you 
are interested in making your own suet, you only need to 
strike up a conversation at the next general meeting or 
field trip.  Other ingredients to look for or add to your 
suet are mealworms, peanuts or peanut butter, and dried 
fruit. 
 
Birds also need access to an open water source in the 
winter. They can eat snow for water intake; however, 
energy is required to bring it up to their body 
temperature.  To help with this some feeding stations 
include a heated water dish for the birds to drink from.  
Providing a water source that does not freeze is 
wonderful, but keep in mind that it is extremely important 
to keep this water clean, to ensure it is not aiding in the 
spread of disease.  On that same note, damp seed should 
be removed promptly from an open feeder.  It is good to 
check on your feeders when there is a change in weather 
to ensure you are providing a healthy source of food and 
water.  Removal of snow cover is important as well, to 
allow access to the food and to prevent the seed from 
becoming damp. 

The last element to incorporate in your bird feeding 
station is shelter.  Birds need shelter from the wind and 
predators while they eat.  An easy way to achieve this is 
to place your feeder(s) near or in a tree or shrubs.  They 
also benefit from an easy get away, so hanging feeders on 
poles and bird baths on pedestals that cats cannot climb 
or gain access to are best.  Birds need a clear path from 
the feeder to shelter. 
 
I hope these tips are helpful to some of our members. I 
have gathered most of this information from other 
members, who are always willing to provide insight.  For 
additional or more advanced tips, join us at our general 
meetings and field trips! 
 
Please note that we also have Gardenscape coming up 
where we need our knowledgeable and new members to 
volunteer and provide information on the nature available 
to us in Saskatoon and promote our wonderful society. 
 
Sara Bryson 

 
 
 

Field Trips continued 
 

City Park Bird Walk (was to be Feb 23) 
-will be rescheduled in March 

 
Sat. Feb. 29, 9 am – 4:30 pm 
The Leap to Gardiner Dam 

We will drive about 100 km south of the city to look for 
eagles and waterfowl and any other special leap day birds 
in the open water below the dam. 
Register (if possible) using the link at 
https://saskatoonnature.org/scheduled-trips/ 
Meet by the grain elevator at the Western Development 
Museum’s parking lot on Lorne Ave. 
https://goo.gl/maps/3j1KTNfasmC2 
Bus: Route 1 Exhibition departs downtown terminal at 
8:31 AM and arrives on Lorne Avenue next to museum 
about 8:50 AM. 
Leader: Robert Johanson (306-653-2610). 
 

Did your membership expire in Dec 2019?? 
- renew at the next meeting or  
-use the membership form at the end of this newsletter or  
-use the link at: 
https://saskatoonnature.org/membership/ 

https://saskatoonnature.org/scheduled-trips/
https://goo.gl/maps/3j1KTNfasmC2
https://saskatoonnature.org/membership/
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Golden Eagles 
 
The Golden Eagles, a sub-group of Saskatoon Nature 
Society, invites retirees and partners who are interested 
in birds and the natural world to join our field trips.  
Participants should be members of the Saskatoon Nature 
Society and consider membership in Nature 
Saskatchewan, our provincial affiliate.  For some outings, 
participants may be asked to make a donation to cover 
costs. N.B. Meetings may vary from the first Thursday of 
the month and times from 10.00 a.m. Please contact trip 
leader if you have any questions. 
 
Thursday, February 6th, 10.00 a.m. 
Emeritus Professor Dick Neal, African field studies and 
safaris, PowerPoint presentation. 
Wildwood Mennonite Church, 1502 Acadia Drive. Lunch 
to follow at The Cave, 2720 8th Street East. Please contact 
John Sheard (306) 373-0486 (please leave a message) or 
john.sheard@usask.ca by January 31st if you are coming 
to lunch. 
 
Thursday, March 5th, 10.30 a.m. 
Tour of new fire Hall, 2613 Clarence Ave.  
Maximum number of participants 25. 
Lunch to follow at location TBA. We hope you will join us, 
please contact Joan Weber (306) 668-8270 or 
jmw65@sasktel.net by February 28th.  
 

 
Help with Refreshments 

 
Hilda Voth, who organizes the refreshments that we enjoy 
after each monthly meeting, would like some assistance 
starting immediately.  Please contact Hilda Voth at 
hvoth@sasktel.net or Sara Bryson at 
president@saskatoonnature.org   for more information.  
Thank you.  

 
Calling all Volunteers 

 
Nature Saskatchewan obtains most of its funding from 
Sask. Culture. One of the factors influencing the success of 
Nature Saskatchewan‘s application is the support it and 
affiliated societies receive from volunteers as evidenced 
by the number of hours worked. We ask that each 
member of SNS tally the hours you have volunteered in 
2019 and send your totals to Yvonne Cuttle at 

cuttyg@shaw.ca or pass a note with your totals to me or 
one of the Board members. Once compiled, they will be 
forwarded to Nature Saskatchewan early in 2020. Thanks 
to all for your good work on behalf of SNS during 2019, 
and for the additional time that, I hope, you will be willing 
to spend on this request. Yvonne Cuttle 

 
Young Naturalists 

 
The Young Naturalists is all about nature activities for kids 
and their families. Each program offers interesting 
activities geared for children aged 5 to 11 years. Children 
must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. Enrolment 
is limited on most programs and often programs fill up 
over a month in advance, so register early. To register or  
for more information e-mail: 
naturekids@saskatoonnature.org. 
 
Information on upcoming Young Naturalists programs can 
be found on our saskatoonnature.org website. 
 
Upcoming Young Naturalists Programs: 
 
Chickadee Pishing  – Saturday, February 8 
Owl Pellets – Saturday, March 7 
Birdhouse Workshop - Saturday, March 28 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Volunteers needed for Nature Society 

display at GardenScape  
 
The annual GardenScape display runs March 27 to March 
29 at Prairieland Park.  The Nature Society needs 
volunteers to staff our display.  This year our regular 
display will include the 'Wetlands Metaphor' interactive 
environmental education game.  To volunteer for the 
display please contact Greg at 
greg.fenty@gmail.com.  Please indicate which day and 
time period you would like to volunteer.  Shifts will be 
approximately 2 hours in length.  GardenScape runs 
Friday, March 27 (11:00-5:00), Saturday, March 28 (9:00-
7:00) and Sunday, March 29 (10:00-5:00).   

 

mailto:john.sheard@usask.ca
mailto:jmw65@sasktel.net
mailto:hvoth@sasktel.net
mailto:president@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:naturekids@saskatoonnature.org
http://saskatoonnature.org/
mailto:greg.fenty@gmail.com
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Saskatoon Nature Society 

Mailing address: 
PO Box 27013 GROSVENOR PARK 
SASKATOON SK S7H 5N9 
Website: 

https://saskatoonnature.org  
Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/SaskatoonNatureSociety  

 

Newsletter 

The deadline for the next newsletter is February 17. 
Please send any announcements or articles to Kathy 
Meeres. Please email:  godmee@sasktel.net or call 306-
343-8590.   The publisher would appreciate if articles are 
complete and submitted electronically. 

 

Please consider switching from a paper to electronic copy of the SNS newsletter. You can create a folder in your email system to 
save your back issues of the newsletters. You will help us save on paper, stamps, and volunteer time and you will get information 
more quickly and get pictures in colour. 
Please contact Claire Bullaro (c.bear@sasktel.net) with your email address to switch. Thank you. 

 

 

Chairs and Coordinators 
 

Brochure  Mary Jean Roy ................. 306-665-0987 
Coffee  Hilda Voth........................ 306-242-0198 
Display  Greg Fenty ....................... 306-370-8839 
Facebook Editor  .........................................  
Field Trips  Stan Shadick .................... 306-652-5975 .................. trips@saskatoonnature.org  
Golden Eagles  Hilda Noton ..................... 306-374-0674 
Membership  Michael Williams ............. 306-242-5383 
Newsletter 
   Publisher  Kathy Meeres .................. 306-343-8590 .................. godmee@sasktel.net  

Mailing  Bev Beland....................... 306-445-3439 
Mailing List Claire Bullaro ................... 306-373-1787 
e-distribution Claire Bullaro ................... 306-373-1787 .................. c.bear@sasktel.net  

Program  Joe Stookey ..................... 306-229-7499  
Publications  Donna Bruce .................... 306-956-3437 .................. donna.bruce@sasktel.net 
Publicity  Ron Jensen ...................... 306-741-7537 
Webmaster  Trent Watts .....................  ........................................ web@saskatoonnature.org 
Young Naturalists  Greg Fenty ....................... 306-370-8839 .................. naturekids@saskatoonnature.org  

Board of Directors 
 

President  Sara Bryson ..................... 306-261-6156 .................. president@saskatoonnature.org  
Past President  Valerie Martz ................... 306-249-0468 
Vice President  Vacant .............................  
Secretary  Diane Wells ..................... 306-229-0328 
Treasurer  Yvonne Cuttle .................. 306-374-5228 .................. treasurer@saskatoonnature.org  
Director  Kathy Meeres .................. 306-343-8590 
Director  Robert Johanson ............. 306-653-2610 
Director  LeeAnn Latremouille .......   
Director  Stan Shadick .................... 306-652-5975 .................. trips@saskatoonnature.org  
Director  Guy Wapple ..................... 306-249-3280 
Director  Janine McManus ...........  
 
The board of directors meets about once a month, usually in the week before the monthly meeting. If you wish to bring 
an item to the attention of the board, please contact the president. 

https://saskatoonnature.org/
http://www.facebook.com/SaskatoonNatureSociety
mailto:godmee@sasktel.net
mailto:trips@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:godmee@sasktel.net
mailto:c.bear@sasktel.net
mailto:naturekids@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:president@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:treasurer@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:trips@saskatoonnature.org
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            GE: Golden Eagles; YN: Young Naturalists; CBC: Christmas Bird Count  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
Beaver Creek 

Twigs and Bark 
& Gone Wild 
For Wildlife 

Show 

2 
Heritage 
Festival 

3 4 5 6 
GE: African 

Studies 
Presentation 

7 8 
Forestry Farm 

Birds 
YN: Chickadee 

Pishing 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 
February 
Meeting 

21 22 

23 
 

24 25 26 27 28 29 
Gardiner Dam 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 
GE: Fire Hall 

Tour 

6 7 
YN: Owl 
Pellets 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 
March 

Meeting and 
AGM 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 
Gardenscape 

27
th

-29th 

28 
YN: 

Birdhouse 
Workshop 

29 30 31     

MARCH 

FEBRUARY 
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Membership Renewals: All SNS memberships expire on December 31; failure to renew by then may interrupt delivery of your 

Newsletter. Check the upper right corner of your mailing label to see the year your membership expires. New memberships 
paid after July 1 will continue through the following year. Donations qualify for a tax receipt. Mail in your completed form or 
bring it to the next meeting. 

Membership in the Saskatoon Nature   Society 

The Saskatoon Nature Society publishes ten newsletters per year informing members of field trips and other 
activities. Except in the summer, monthly meetings present speakers on a wide range of nature related topics.  

 

Please check: □ Renewal □ New Member □ Change of address  

Membership Category: □ Individual $20/yr □ Family $30/yr □ Junior (<19yrs) $5/yr 

Date:    

Name(s) (please print neatly):   

(Names/Ages of Children):    

Address:    

    Postal Code:     

email: Phone:    

□ I would like to receive the SNS Newsletter electronically via email at the above address. You will help the 

Society save on postage and printing costs.  

Membership fee ...................................................... $  /yr  x year(s) (one to five)  =  $    

Donation (designate a fund if desired) 

□ Kids in Nature □ Conservation and Education □ Nature Capital □ General Fund 

One-time   donation:   ........................................................................................................................................   $    

Monthly donation:................ $ /month 

For a monthly donation, either (a) attach a cheque marked “VOID” and we will send you a Pre-Authorized Debit (PAD) 

form to be completed and returned to start the process, or (b) download the PAD form from our website 

(https://saskatoonnature.org), complete the form and attach a cheque marked “VOID” and mail to the address below.  

Option: Membership in Nature Saskatchewan (see below) .......................................................................... $    

TOTAL (please make your cheque payable to Saskatoon Nature Society)................................................... $    

Mail to:  Treasurer, Saskatoon Nature Society, PO Box 27013 Grosvenor Park, SASKATOON SK S7H 5N9  or 

payment may be made by e-transfer to Treasurer: treasurer@saskatoonnature.org 
 

Membership in Nature Saskatchewan 

The Saskatoon Nature Society is affiliated with the provincial society, Nature Saskatchewan, but membership is separate 
and the fee schedule is different. Renewing your provincial membership through SNS earns us a $2 commission. Nature 
Saskatchewan is a strong advocate for conservation and education in the province. Benefits of membership include the 
quarterly journal Blue Jay, and spring and fall meets at various locations in the province. More information is available on 

their web site: www.naturesask.ca. Note: multi-year Nature Saskatchewan memberships are no longer available. 

Category Electronic Print   
Individual  

Family 

Student 

Senior (>64yrs) 

Foreign 

Organization 

□ $25 

□ $30 

□ $25 

□ $25 

□  $30 

□  $30 

□ $40 

□ $45 

□ $35 

□    $35 

□    $60 

□   $60 

  

□ New Member 

 

□ Renewal 

 

https://saskatoonnature.org/
http://www.naturesask.ca/

