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Saskatoon Nature Society 

Newsletter 
                                                 January 2020  Vol. 42 No. 1 

 

 

 

 

January Meeting  
 

"What lies beneath: microscopic life forms in 
your backyard" 

 

Nick Belliveau 
 

7:30 PM Thursday January 16 
Room 1130 Health Sciences E-Wing, U. of S. Campus  

 

 
Nick is a master’s student in the Department of 
Biology at the University of Saskatchewan, studying 
the reproduction of the plains pricklypear cactus. He 
previously completed his undergraduate degree at 
Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia, where 
he was introduced to the incredible diversity of 
microorganisms (particularly microscopic algae). He 
has continued to study these organisms as a personal 
interest, examining soil and water samples under the 
microscope in search of the remarkable array of 
microbes found within: rotifers, tardigrades, ciliates, 
diatoms, nematodes, cyanobacteria and more! 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Field Trips 

 
Everyone is welcome to participate in any field trip.  Bring 
your friends.  Carpooling for out-of-town trips is arranged 
at the meeting place; there is no charge other than to 
share gasoline costs.  Phone the trip leader if you have 
any questions.  Participants are free to depart early if they 
wish.  Members with FRS radios should bring them on out 
of town trips. For last minute changes or cancellations and 
to download checklists, visit https://saskatoonnature.org  
or www.facebook.com/SaskatoonNatureSociety/ 
Bus Information: 306-975-3100.  
 
Many of our trip destinations are described in the 3rd 
edition of “A Guide to Nature Viewing Sites in and around 
Saskatoon” available from 
https://saskatoonnature.org/special-publications/ 

 
 

Saturday, January 4, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
Pike Lake – Whitecap Bird Count 

 
Help us survey the bird population near Pike Lake for this 
final Christmas bird count. 
Register (if possible) using the link at 
https://saskatoonnature.org/scheduled-trips/ 
Organizer: Donna Bruce (306-956-3437) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                               House Finch   -  May Haga 
 
 More field trips on page 3 

 

https://saskatoonnature.org/
https://saskatoonnature.org/special-publications/
https://saskatoonnature.org/scheduled-trips/
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President’s Message 
 

I hope everyone has had a relaxing holiday season and is 
looking forward to the new year.  There are a few items 
coming up in 2020 that the Saskatoon Nature Society will 
be involved in and/or will be of interest to our 
membership, and that we can spread the word about to 
others in our communities. 
 
An effort that will continue into 2020 is to increase 
awareness of the Swales, especially the Small Swale, and 
the impact the new Saskatoon Freeway will have on the 
natural area.   We partnered with Meewasin in late 
August to early December to discover and document the 
species in the Swales; Valerie Martz and I are involved in 
meetings on the topic; and there will be a short video 
coming out in the new year to further spread awareness 
to the public.  For more information you can go to the 
Endangered Grasslands Alliance website at 
https://endangeredgrasslandsalliance.ca/call-to-action/, 
as well as the Saskatoon Freeway website at 
https://saskatoonfreeway.org/.  To assist in these efforts 
you can keep an eye out for any additional public 
outreach and open houses for the project, you can sign 
the petition (on the Endangered Grasslands Alliance 
website or at a monthly SNS meeting), and write a letter 
expressing your view on the project to our Mayor, 
Premier, and/or the Minister of the Environment (details 
and a sample letter can be found on the Endangered 
Grasslands website). 
 
Most of you have likely heard of the City of Saskatoon’s 
Green Strategy that aims to “ensure all residents have 
access to a network of high quality, multifunctional, 
seamlessly integrated green spaces”. It recently 
progressed into its final phase, Phase 3 (Bloom), and will 
be presented to Council in early 2020.   I think it’s 
important for citizens to voice their opinions on different 
aspects of this plan and express their support of this 
starting point to get our City on track to conserve the local 
nature, provide habitat corridors, and ultimately try to 
find a balance between ecological and human needs in 
the name of sustainability.  More information on the 
Green Strategy can be found at 
https://www.saskatoon.ca/environmental-
initiatives/climate-change/green-strategy. 
 
The last initiative, that is very new to Saskatoon and still 
being developed, is the UWIN project. The Urban Wildlife 

Network will help to identify how wildlife moves in and 
through our City.  It is mostly based on trail cameras to 
capture data but may incorporate other methods of 
documentation as well.  The information collected can 
then help to determine movement patterns, create more 
awareness, and aid in urban development that is more 
conducive to living in harmony with local wildlife.  The 
network website can be found at 
https://urbanwildlifeinfo.org/.  Keep an eye out for 
updates in the coming year. 
 
The Saskatoon Nature Society is getting noticed!  I was on 
CBC radio this summer to talk about one of our wildflower 
field trips and lately we have had CTV join us several times 
to film and interview members and field trip leaders 
(including Robert Johanson and Renny Grilz) too!  I find it 
very exciting that we are getting a lot more media 
attention; this helps us increase appreciation of the 
amazing nature we have in Saskatoon, and helps to 
educate our neighbours and communities on the value 
and importance of the conservation of these areas. 
 
We have also expanded our membership to around 600 
people in the last year! Let’s spread the love of local 
nature and bump it up to 700 in 2020! 
 
Please let the Board know if you have ideas, initiatives, or 
events you think may be of interest to the Saskatoon 
Nature Society.  Keep in mind that our main focus is on 
the education and conservation of the natural areas in 
and around Saskatoon. 
 
Sara Bryson 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Call for Nominations to the Board of Directors  
 
The board of directors of the Saskatoon Nature Society is 
elected at the March Annual General Meeting. lf you 
would like to serve on the board, please contact the past-
president Valerie Martz at 306-249-0468  

 

https://endangeredgrasslandsalliance.ca/call-to-action/
https://saskatoonfreeway.org/
https://www.saskatoon.ca/environmental-initiatives/climate-change/green-strategy
https://www.saskatoon.ca/environmental-initiatives/climate-change/green-strategy
https://urbanwildlifeinfo.org/
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Field Trips continued 
 

Sunday, January 12, 2:00 PM - 3:30 PM 
Sanatorium Site Bird Walk 

 
Everyone welcome. We will walk through the former 
Sanatorium site portion of Holiday Park to look for 
arriving winter songbirds. This park is one of five 
naturalized parks in the city which is managed to promote 
a diversity of wild birds and mammals. 
Register (if possible) using the link at 
https://saskatoonnature.org/scheduled-trips/ 
Meet at the south end of Avenue K, adjacent to 
Bowerman House. https://goo.gl/maps/wniy6XzhVkA2 
Bus: Route 9 Riversdale departs downtown terminal at 
1:31 PM and arrives at Avenue K and Schuyler about 1:45 
PM. Walk south one block along Avenue K. 
Leader: Kyron Giroux (306-281-6996) 
Guide to Nature Viewing Sites: Page 126. 
 

Sunday, January 19, 2:00 PM – 3:30 PM 
Chorney acreage Bird Feeders 

 
Members Only Event. We plan to visit this private 
Grasswood acreage south of the city which has had the 
highest concentration of birds found during recent Boxing 
Day bird counts. 
Meet by the grain elevator at the Western Development 
Museum’s parking lot on Lorne Ave. 
https://goo.gl/maps/3j1KTNfasmC2 
Bus: Route 1 Exhibition departs downtown terminal at 
1:31 PM and arrives on Lorne Avenue next to museum 
about 1:50 PM.  
Leader: Marten Stoffel (306-230-9291). 
 
 

Saturday, February 1, 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM 
Beaver Creek Twigs and Bark 

 
The cold winter months provide a unique opportunity for 
people to identify trees and shrubs without 
leaves.  Winter buds, twigs and bark are unique for each 
tree and shrub species.  The field trip will be a hike 
through the Beaver Creek valley looking at the different 
tree species and identifying them without their leaves.  
Register (if possible) using the link at 
https://saskatoonnature.org/scheduled-trips/ 
Meet by the grain elevator at the Western Development 
Museum’s parking lot on Lorne Ave. 
https://goo.gl/maps/3j1KTNfasmC2  

Bus: Route 1 Exhibition departs downtown terminal at 
12:31 PM and arrives on Lorne Avenue next to museum 
about 12:50 PM. 
Leader: Renny Grilz (306-262-4970) 
Guide to Nature Viewing Sites: Page 20. 
 

Saturday, February 8, 2:00 PM – 3:30 PM 
Forestry Farm Bird Walk 

 
We will walk through this park watching for winter finches 
and other songbirds. 
Register (if possible) using the link at 
https://saskatoonnature.org/scheduled-trips/ 
Meet at south end of “overflow” parking lot next to the 
main hall. 
https://goo.gl/maps/N1xo9789xxqaFkQn8 
Leader: Bob Godwin (306-343-8590). 
 

Sunday, Feb 23, 2:00 – 3:30 PM 
City Park Bird Walk 

 
We will walk the riverbank trail above the weir and then 
some back alleys in City Park looking for woodpeckers, 
finches and other winter songbirds. You may optionally 
take a break at City Perks after the walk. 
Register (if possible) using the link at 
https://saskatoonnature.org/scheduled-trips/ 
Meet at the weir parking lot on Spadina Crescent. 
Bus: Route 12 River Heights departs downtown terminal 
at 1:16 PM and arrives at Duke Street and 7th Avenue 
about 1:23 PM. Walk east to the weir parking lot on the 
riverbank. 
Leader: Sara Bryson (306-261-6156) 
Guide to Nature Viewing Sites: Page 100. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

https://saskatoonnature.org/scheduled-trips/
https://goo.gl/maps/wniy6XzhVkA2
https://goo.gl/maps/3j1KTNfasmC2
https://saskatoonnature.org/scheduled-trips/
https://goo.gl/maps/3j1KTNfasmC2
https://saskatoonnature.org/scheduled-trips/
https://goo.gl/maps/N1xo9789xxqaFkQn8
https://saskatoonnature.org/scheduled-trips/
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Sat. Feb. 29, 9 am – 4:30 pm 
The Leap to Gardiner Dam 

 
We will drive about 100 km south of the city to look for 
eagles and waterfowl and any other special leap day birds 
in the open water below the dam. 
Register (if possible) using the link at 
https://saskatoonnature.org/scheduled-trips/ 
Meet by the grain elevator at the Western Development 
Museum’s parking lot on Lorne Ave. 
https://goo.gl/maps/3j1KTNfasmC2 
Bus: Route 1 Exhibition departs downtown terminal at 
8:31 AM and arrives on Lorne Avenue next to museum 
about 8:50 AM. 
Leader: Robert Johanson (306-653-2610). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                 Bald Eagle - Bob Godwin        

 
 

 
Golden Eagles 

 
The Golden Eagles, a sub-group of Saskatoon Nature 
Society, invites retirees and partners who are interested 
in birds and the natural world to join our field trips.  
Participants should be members of the Saskatoon Nature 
Society and consider membership in Nature 
Saskatchewan, our provincial affiliate.  For some outings, 
participants may be asked to make a donation to cover 
costs. N.B. Meetings may vary from the first Thursday of 
the month and times from 10.00 a.m. Please contact trip 
leader if you have any questions. 
 
Thursday, January 9th, 10.30 a.m.  
Global TV, 218 Robin Cresc. 
Tour of Station followed by lunch at Saskatoon Inn. We 
hope you will be staying for lunch; please contact Carol 
Blenkin, (306) 244-1927 or carol.blenkin01@gmail.com by 
January 5th.  
 
 
 

Thursday, February 6th, 10.00 a.m. 
Emeritus Professor Dick Neal, African field studies and 
safaris, PowerPoint presentation. 
Wildwood Mennonite Church, 1502 Acadia Drive. Lunch 
to follow at The Cave, 2720 8th Street East. Please contact 
John Sheard (306) 373-0486 (please leave a message) or 
john.sheard@usask.ca by January 31st if you are coming 
to lunch. 
 
Thursday, March 5th, 10.30 a.m. 
Tour of new fire Hall, 2613 Clarence Ave.  
Maximum number of participants 25. 
Lunch to follow at location TBA. We hope you will join us, 
please contact Joan Weber (306) 668-8270 or 
jmw65@sasktel.net by February 28th.  
 

 
 

Help with Refreshments 
 

Hilda Voth, who organizes the refreshments that we enjoy 
after each monthly meeting, would like some assistance 
starting immediately.  Please contact Hilda Voth at 
hvoth@sasktel.net or Sara Bryson at 
president@saskatoonnature.org   for more information.  
Thank you.  

 
 

Calling all Volunteers 
 
Nature Saskatchewan obtains most of its funding from 
Sask. Culture. One of the factors influencing the success of 
Nature Saskatchewan‘s application is the support it and 
affiliated societies receive from volunteers as evidenced 
by the number of hours worked. We ask that each 
member of SNS tally the hours you have volunteered in 
2019 and send your totals to Yvonne Cuttle at 
cuttyg@shaw.ca or pass a note with your totals to me or 
one of the Board members. Once compiled, they will be 
forwarded to Nature Saskatchewan early in 2020. Thanks 
to all for your good work on behalf of SNS during 2019, 
and for the additional time that, I hope, you will be willing 
to spend on this request. Yvonne Cuttle 

 

 

https://saskatoonnature.org/scheduled-trips/
https://goo.gl/maps/3j1KTNfasmC2
mailto:carol.blenkin01@gmail.com
mailto:john.sheard@usask.ca
mailto:jmw65@sasktel.net
mailto:hvoth@sasktel.net
mailto:president@saskatoonnature.org
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Young Naturalists 
 

The Young Naturalists is all about nature activities for kids 
and their families. Each program offers interesting 
activities geared for children aged 5 to 11 years. Children 
must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. Enrolment 
is limited on most programs and often programs fill up 
over a month in advance, so register early. To register or  
for more information e-mail: 
naturekids@saskatoonnature.org. 
 
Information on upcoming Young Naturalists programs can 
be found on our saskatoonnature.org website. 
 
Upcoming Young Naturalists Programs: 
 
Tracks and Scats – Saturday, January 18 
Chickadee Pishing  – Saturday, February 8 
Owl Pellets – Saturday, March 7 

 
 
 

Saskatoon Nature Society Display 
Volunteers Needed 

 
Volunteers needed for the Saskatoon Nature Society 
displays at the Gone Wild for Wildlife event on Saturday, 
February 1 (12:00-5:00), and the Saskatoon Heritage 
Festival on Sunday, February 2 (10:00-5:00). Please 
email greg.fenty@gmail.com to volunteer.  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Bird Studies Canada 

“We’re excited to share an announcement with you! Bird 
Studies Canada has changed its operating name, and is 
now Birds Canada. We’re also pleased to fledge an 
evolved version of our beloved Canada Warbler logo! 

We remain steadfast in our mission to work with you to 
conserve Canada’s birds.” 

from their website: https://www.birdscanada.org/ 

 

New Mailing Address!! 
 

Effective immediately 
Our new mailing address is: 

 
SASKATOON NATURE SOCIETY 

PO Box 27013 GROSVENOR PARK 
SASKATOON SK S7H 5N9 

Have you paid your 2020 membership? 
 
SNS memberships go from January-December.  This 
is your last newsletter. Renew right away to ensure 
delivery of your next newsletter.   
 
- renew at the January meeting or  
-use the membership form at the end of this 
newsletter or  
-use the link at: 
https://saskatoonnature.org/membership/ 

mailto:naturekids@saskatoonnature.org
http://saskatoonnature.org/
mailto:greg.fenty@gmail.com
https://www.birdscanada.org/
https://saskatoonnature.org/membership/
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Saskatoon Nature Society 

Mailing address: 
PO Box 27013 GROSVENOR PARK 
SASKATOON SK S7H 5N9 
Website: 

https://saskatoonnature.org  
Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/SaskatoonNatureSociety  

 

Newsletter 

The deadline for the next newsletter is January 18. Please 
send any announcements or articles to Kathy Meeres. 
Please email:  godmee@sasktel.net or call 306-343-8590.   
The publisher would appreciate if articles are complete 
and submitted electronically. 

 

Please consider switching from a paper to electronic copy of the SNS newsletter. You can create a folder in your email system to 
save your back issues of the newsletters. You will help us save on paper, stamps, and volunteer time and you will get information 
more quickly and get pictures in colour. 
Please contact Claire Bullaro (c.bear@sasktel.net) with your email address to switch. Thank you. 

 

 

Chairs and Coordinators 
 

Brochure  Mary Jean Roy ................. 306-665-0987 
Coffee  Hilda Voth........................ 306-242-0198 
Display  Greg Fenty ....................... 306-370-8839 
Facebook Editor  .........................................  
Field Trips  Stan Shadick .................... 306-652-5975 .................. trips@saskatoonnature.org  
Golden Eagles  Hilda Noton ..................... 306-374-0674 
Membership  Michael Williams ............. 306-242-5383 
Newsletter 
   Publisher  Kathy Meeres .................. 306-343-8590 .................. godmee@sasktel.net  

Mailing  Bev Beland....................... 306-445-3439 
Mailing List Claire Bullaro ................... 306-373-1787 
e-distribution Claire Bullaro ................... 306-373-1787 .................. c.bear@sasktel.net  

Program  Joe Stookey ..................... 306-229-7499  
Publications  Greg Fenty ....................... 306-370-8839 
Publicity  Ron Jensen ...................... 306-741-7537 
Webmaster  Trent Watts .....................  ........................................ web@saskatoonnature.org 
Young Naturalists  Greg Fenty ....................... 306-370-8839 .................. naturekids@saskatoonnature.org  

Board of Directors 
 

President  Sara Bryson ..................... 306-261-6156 .................. president@saskatoonnature.org  
Past President  Valerie Martz ................... 306-249-0468 
Vice President  Vacant .............................  
Secretary  Diane Wells ..................... 306-229-0328 
Treasurer  Yvonne Cuttle .................. 306-374-5228 .................. treasurer@saskatoonnature.org  
Director  Kathy Meeres .................. 306-343-8590 
Director  Robert Johanson ............. 306-653-2610 
Director  LeeAnn Latremouille .......   
Director  Stan Shadick .................... 306-652-5975 .................. trips@saskatoonnature.org  
Director  Guy Wapple ..................... 306-249-3280 
Director  Janine McManus ...........  
 
The board of directors meets about once a month, usually in the week before the monthly meeting. If you wish to bring 
an item to the attention of the board, please contact the president. 

https://saskatoonnature.org/
http://www.facebook.com/SaskatoonNatureSociety
mailto:godmee@sasktel.net
mailto:trips@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:godmee@sasktel.net
mailto:c.bear@sasktel.net
mailto:naturekids@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:president@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:treasurer@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:trips@saskatoonnature.org
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            GE: Golden Eagles; YN: Young Naturalists; CBC: Christmas Bird Count  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 
CBC4Kids 

3 4 
Pike Lake CBC 

5 6 7 8 9 
GE: Global 

TV Tour 

10 11 

12 
Sanatorium 
Bird Walk 

13 14 15 16 17 18 
YN: Tracks 
and Scats 

19 
Chorney 
Acreage 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
Beaver Creek 

Twigs and Bark 
& Gone Wild 
For Wildlife 

Show 
2 

Heritage 
Festival 

3 4 5 6 
GE: African 

Studies 
Presentation 

7 8 
Forestry Farm 

Birds 
YN: Chickadee 

Pishing 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 
City Park 

Birds 

24 25 26 27 28 29 
Gardiner Dam 

FEBRUARY 

JANUARY 
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Membership Renewals: All SNS memberships expire on December 31; failure to renew by then may interrupt delivery of your 

Newsletter. Check the upper right corner of your mailing label to see the year your membership expires. New memberships 
paid after July 1 will continue through the following year. Donations qualify for a tax receipt. Mail in your completed form or 
bring it to the next meeting. 

Membership in the Saskatoon Nature   Society 

The Saskatoon Nature Society publishes ten newsletters per year informing members of field trips and other 
activities. Except in the summer, monthly meetings present speakers on a wide range of nature related topics.  

 

Please check: □ Renewal □ New Member □ Change of address  

Membership Category: □ Individual $20/yr □ Family $30/yr □ Junior (<19yrs) $5/yr 

Date:    

Name(s) (please print neatly):   

(Names/Ages of Children):    

Address:    

    Postal Code:     

email: Phone:    

□ I would like to receive the SNS Newsletter electronically via email at the above address. You will help the 

Society save on postage and printing costs.  

Membership fee ...................................................... $  /yr  x year(s) (one to five)  =  $    

Donation (designate a fund if desired) 

□ Kids in Nature □ Conservation and Education □ Nature Capital □ General Fund 

One-time   donation:   ........................................................................................................................................   $    

Monthly donation:................ $ /month 

For a monthly donation, either (a) attach a cheque marked “VOID” and we will send you a Pre-Authorized Debit (PAD) 

form to be completed and returned to start the process, or (b) download the PAD form from our website 

(https://saskatoonnature.org), complete the form and attach a cheque marked “VOID” and mail to the address below.  

Option: Membership in Nature Saskatchewan (see below) .......................................................................... $    

TOTAL (please make your cheque payable to Saskatoon Nature Society)................................................... $    

Mail to:  Treasurer, Saskatoon Nature Society, PO Box 27013 Grosvenor Park, SASKATOON SK S7H 5N9  or 

payment may be made by e-transfer to Treasurer: treasurer@saskatoonnature.org 
 

Membership in Nature Saskatchewan 

The Saskatoon Nature Society is affiliated with the provincial society, Nature Saskatchewan, but membership is separate 
and the fee schedule is different. Renewing your provincial membership through SNS earns us a $2 commission. Nature 
Saskatchewan is a strong advocate for conservation and education in the province. Benefits of membership include the 
quarterly journal Blue Jay, and spring and fall meets at various locations in the province. More information is available on 

their web site: www.naturesask.ca. Note: multi-year Nature Saskatchewan memberships are no longer available. 

Category Electronic Print   
Individual  

Family 

Student 

Senior (>64yrs) 

Foreign 

Organization 

□ $25 

□ $30 

□ $25 

□ $25 

□  $30 

□  $30 

□ $40 

□ $45 

□ $35 

□    $35 

□    $60 

□   $60 

  

□ New Member 

 

□ Renewal 

 

https://saskatoonnature.org/
http://www.naturesask.ca/

