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Saskatoon Nature Society 

Newsletter 
                                                 November 2019  Vol. 41 No. 9 

 

 

 

 

November Meeting  
 

"My (short) time on the Ice: Antarctic 
icefish expedition" 

 

Brian Eames 
 

7:30 PM Thursday November 21 
Room 1130 Health Sciences E-Wing, U. of S. Campus  

Don’t forget we’re in the new location! 

 
Originally from Cleveland, Brian came to the Prairies 
after taking a research professorship in the UofS 
College of Medicine in 2012.  His academic training 
studying the development, evolution, and 
regeneration of bone and cartilage has taken him to 
many places, including North Carolina, San Francisco, 
London (UK), Oregon, Australia, and France.  Come 
hear about a particularly unique experience that he 
had studying a particularly unique fish in a 
particularly unique part of the world. 
 
 

 

 

 

Field Trips 
 

Everyone is welcome to participate in any field trip.  Bring 
your friends.  Carpooling for out-of-town trips is arranged 
at the meeting place; there is no charge other than to 
share gasoline costs.  Phone the trip leader if you have 
any questions.  Participants are free to depart early if they 
wish.  Members with FRS radios should bring them on out 
of town trips. For last minute changes or cancellations and 
to download checklists, visit https://saskatoonnature.org  
or www.facebook.com/SaskatoonNatureSociety/ 
Bus Information: 306-975-3100.  
 
Many of our trip destinations are described in the 3rd 
edition of “A Guide to Nature Viewing Sites in and around 
Saskatoon” available from 
https://saskatoonnature.org/special-publications/ 
 

Sunday, November 10, 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM 
Pike Lake birding 

 
We will look for winter visitors to the park.  Wear warm 
clothing.  The chickadees will gratefully accept donations 
of sunflower seeds. 
Meet by the grain elevator at the Western Development 
Museum parking lot on Lorne Ave. 
https://goo.gl/maps/3j1KTNfasmC2 
Bus: Route 1 Exhibition departs downtown terminal at 
12:31 PM and arrives on Lorne Avenue next to museum 
about 12:50 PM. 
Leader: Hilda Noton (306-374-0674). 
Guide to Nature Viewing Sites: Page 108. 
 
 

More field trips on page 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://saskatoonnature.org/
https://saskatoonnature.org/special-publications/
https://goo.gl/maps/3j1KTNfasmC2
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President’s Message 
 

November in Saskatoon generally brings winter and with 
that come a new wave of nature experiences including 
our owl excursions; where destinations include Elrose, 
Hudson Bay, Montreal Lake, and Waskesiu. These 
(sometimes overnight) trips are some of my favourite 
adventures and are a great way to get outdoors and get to 
know other members too! Here are my 
descriptions/experiences with some of the owls I’ve seen 
on these field trips. 
 
Snowy owls are larger majestic birds, with great strength, 
that can be seen against stark prairie backgrounds in the 
beginning of our winters. A good way to spot snowy owls 
is to keep an eye on power poles and fence posts as you 
drive along grid roads and quiet highways. Although they 
can occasionally be seen on the ground, they are much 
easier to spot against a clear blue sky. 
 
Northern Saw-whet owls are small cavity nesters with, in 
my opinion, very expressive faces. We had the pleasure of 
seeing one of these little owls in its nest cavity on one of 
our owl excursions north.  Members also have the chance 
to get a closer look at a Saw-whet in early October, when 
they are being banded. 
 
Barred owls are large owls with quite a round face, dark 
eyes, brown and white colouring, and brown stripes on a 
white chest.  They can be found in mature mixed forests 
and there seems to be one that inhabits the forest around 
the Waskesiu campground. 
 
Northern Hawk owls are a medium-sized owl with a 
distinct black border around the sides of the face. They 
can be difficult to spot in silhouette at the top of snags 
but have been successfully spotted on trips near Montreal 
Lake, with a little help from Marten Stoffel. However 
Marten says the birds are quite intelligent and will only 
fall for his methods once. 
 
Long-eared owls are also a medium-sized owl, darker in 
colour with orange patches on either side of their face, 
and ear-like tufts on their head, which can be an easy way 
to identify them.  We have seen them on few different 
excursions, and they have usually been spotted sitting on 
a large nest near the top of the canopy of a hardwood 
tree (such as poplar).  They tend to be found in thickets 
and treed areas. 

 
In contrast, the Short-eared owl is a medium-sized owl 
which is lighter/white underneath in flight and is a raptor 
of the prairie landscape.  A few lucky members had the 
pleasure of seeing one at the Northeast Swale, near the 
grouse lek, during one of the bioblitzes in mid-August. 
 
The last owl I will describe is my personal favourite, the 
Great Grey. A massive and incredibly magnificent bird; 
that despite its size manages to camouflage and blend 
beautifully into a dense and/or snagged old growth 
conifer forest.  Their haunting call echoes through the 
silence of the night.  When on a quest to find one of these 
birds it is more often heard than seen.  We were graced 
with the clear sight of one on our owl excursion last year. 
 
These winter adventures North are not necessarily for the 
novice though, as they do require proper planning of 
clothing layers for fluctuating winter days, meals and 
snacks, emergency supplies in your vehicle, longer periods 
in the car, and standing in complete silence as you take in 
the surroundings and wait to hear or see one of these 
amazing birds. 
 
I would also like to mention an exciting new addition to 
our winter field trip roster, Winter Wildlife Tracking led by 
Renny Grilz!  I’m looking forward to brushing up on my 
tracking skills, which will come in handy on field trips to 
come! 

 
Sara Bryson 
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Field Trips continued 
Sunday, November 24, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM 
Pre-Grey Cup birding at President Murray Park 
We will walk through this park looking for kinglets, 
creepers and crossbills in the spruce trees. 
Meet just west of the corner of Wiggins Ave. and Colony 
St. https://goo.gl/maps/2xoi9u1YnhM2 
Bus: Route 61 Blairmore/University departs downtown 
terminal at 1:31 PM and arrives at College and Munroe 
stop about 1:35. Walk 4 blocks south to the park and then 
walk to SE corner. 
Leader: Stan and Jan Shadick (306-281-2215). 
Guide to Nature Viewing Sites: Page 116. 
 

Saturday, November 30, 8:30 AM – 3:00 PM 
Snowy Owl Expedition 

Members Only Event. We will drive a roughly 300 km 
circle southwest of Saskatoon looking for Snowy Owls. 
Lunch at a restaurant in Elrose. 
Members should register in advance by emailing 
trips@saskatoonnature.org and indicate how many will 
attend. 
Meet at Esso Station at 11th ST W and Highway 7. 
https://goo.gl/maps/QhKp18Fk9tC6np7v6 
Leader: Marten Stoffel (306-230-9291). 
 

Sunday, December 1, 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM 
Winter Wildlife Tracking 

We will spend the afternoon exploring the Small Swale, 
looking and documenting tracks of the animals using this 
relatively unexplored natural area within the City of 
Saskatoon. Depending upon snow conditions, you may 
want to bring snowshoes or cross-country skis. 
Meet at Saskatoon Wildlife Federation parking lot located 
on McOrmond Drive and Lowe Road / Range Road 3050. 
https://goo.gl/maps/efruBE2NV97DcQ2T9 
Leader: Renny Grilz (306-262-4970). 
 

Saturday, December 7, 9:00 AM–5:00 PM 
Gardiner Dam Birding 

We will look for ducks, geese, gulls and eagles.  Dress 
warmly and bring a lunch. 
Meet by the grain elevator at the Western Development 
Museum parking lot on Lorne Ave. 
https://goo.gl/maps/3j1KTNfasmC2 
Bus: Route 1 Exhibition departs downtown terminal at 
8:31 AM and arrives on Lorne Avenue next to museum 
about 8:50 AM. 
Leader: Robert Johanson (306-653-2610). 

Bird ID Workshop for Novice Birders 
Wednesday, November 27, 7:00 PM–9:00 PM 

 
This free workshop will focus on the basics of bird 
identification and the major bird families found around 
Saskatoon. It is aimed at novice birders; no experience is 
required. It should help you identify birds during our 
upcoming Christmas Bird Counts. Bring your bird 
identification field guide or download the free Merlin app 
onto your smartphone. Everyone is welcome.  
Register in advance on Eventbrite via link at 
https://saskatoonnature.org/workshops/ 
Space is limited. 
 
This workshop is sponsored jointly by the Saskatchewan 
Breeding Bird Atlas project of Bird Studies Canada and the 
Saskatoon Nature Society. 
Meet in Room 1130, Health Sciences E wing, U of S 
campus. (same room used for 2019 Saskatoon Nature 
Society meetings.) 
Bus: Many routes go to the nearby University Bus 
Terminal. 
Instructor: LeeAnn Latremouille (306-880-9027). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Golden Eagles 
 
The Golden Eagles, a sub-group of Saskatoon Nature 
Society, invites retirees and partners who are interested 
in birds and the natural world to join our field trips.  
Participants should be members of the Saskatoon Nature 
Society and consider membership in Nature 
Saskatchewan, our provincial affiliate.  For some outings, 
participants may be asked to make a donation to cover 
costs. N.B. Meetings may vary from the first Thursday of 
the month and times from 10.00 a.m. Please contact trip 
leader if you have any questions. 
 
No outing for November 
 
 

https://goo.gl/maps/2xoi9u1YnhM2
mailto:trips@saskatoonnature.org
https://goo.gl/maps/QhKp18Fk9tC6np7v6
https://goo.gl/maps/efruBE2NV97DcQ2T9
https://goo.gl/maps/3j1KTNfasmC2
https://saskatoonnature.org/workshops/
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Golden Eagles cont’d 
 
Thursday, December 5th, 11.00 a.m. - note time 
Tour of Lucky Bastard Distillery, 814 47th Street East. 
Please arrive a few minutes early. Tours are usually run in 
the afternoon, so this is a special deal for us and the 
earliest time they could run it. The tour is 30 mins.; we 
might make it a little longer by asking enough questions! 
Maximum 25 participants, be sure to book your place by 
November 29th with John Sheard (306) 373-0486 (please 
leave a message) or john.sheard@usask.ca . 
Lunch to follow at Grainfields, 810 Circle Dr. East in the 
side dining room.  
 
Thursday, January 9th, 10.30 a.m.  
Global TV, 218 Robin Cresc. 
Tour of Station followed by lunch at Saskatoon Inn. We 
hope you will be staying for lunch; please contact Carol 
Blenkin, (306) 244-1927 or carol.blenkin01@gmail.com by 
January 5th.  

 
Young Naturalists 

 
The Young Naturalists is all about nature activities for kids 
and their families. Each program offers interesting 
activities geared for children aged 5 to 11 years. Children 
must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. Enrolment 
is limited on most programs and often programs fill up 
over a month in advance, so register early. To register or  
for more information e-mail: 
naturekids@saskatoonnature.org. 
Information on upcoming Young Naturalists programs can 
be found on our saskatoonnature.org website. 
 
Upcoming Young Naturalists Programs: 
 
Bird Feeder Workshop: Saturday, Nov. 16 at 1:00 p.m.  

 

Help with Refreshments 
 

Hilda Voth, who organizes the refreshments that we enjoy 
after each monthly meeting, would like some assistance 
starting  immediately.  Please contact Hilda Voth at 
hvoth@sasktel.net or Sara Bryson at 
president@saskatoonnature.org   for more information.  
Thank you.  

 

 

 

Book Sale 
 
Prior to our regular meeting  
November 21, 7:00- 7:30 pm 

 
From the collections of Stuart Houston and other SNS 
members  
 
ROOM 1130, Health Sciences E-Wing, U of S campus 
Health Sciences 
 
Copies of “A Guide to Nature Viewing Sites in and around 
Saskatoon” will be for sale ($20 each) 

 

 
 

  

Membership Information 
 
SNS memberships go from January-December.  
Renew by December 31 to ensure delivery of your 
newsletter.  New memberships paid after July 1 will 
continue through the following year. 
 
Donations qualify for a tax receipt. 
 
Don’t forget the retail discounts available 

 Early’s Farm and Garden Centre provides a 
10% discount on regular-priced seed, 
birdhouses and books. 

 Wild Birds Unlimited provides a 10% 
discount on many regular-priced items. 

 Don’s Photo offers a discount on photo-
finishing. 

 
You can find a membership form at the end of this 
newsletter or use the link at: 
https://saskatoonnature.org/membership/ 

New Mailing Address!! 
 

Effective immediately 
Our new mailing address is: 

 
SASKATOON NATURE SOCIETY 

PO Box 27013 GROSVENOR PARK 
SASKATOON SK S7H 5N9 

mailto:john.sheard@usask.ca
mailto:carol.blenkin01@gmail.com
mailto:naturekids@saskatoonnature.org
http://saskatoonnature.org/
mailto:hvoth@sasktel.net
mailto:president@saskatoonnature.org
https://saskatoonnature.org/membership/
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In memory of Juhachi Asai 
 

Juhachi Asai, long-time member of the Saskatoon Nature 
Society, died August 4, 2019 in Saskatoon after a brief illness. 
He is survived by his wife Sumiko; children Rika (Nikolai), Mika 
(Colin), Kengo, and Yuka (Chris); grandchildren Akira, 
Tatsumasa, Kenta, Junko, and Aya; as well as family in Japan.  
 
Juhachi was born in Tokyo on October 19, 1943. He met Sumiko 
at an origami exhibition and they married in March 1969. In 
August 1969, they emigrated to Canada so that Juhachi could 
attend the University of Windsor, where he obtained a Ph.D. in 
nuclear physics in 1974. In 1976 he came to Saskatoon to work 
as a radiation physicist at SAL and the Canadian Light Source. 
  
Soon after coming to Saskatoon, Juhachi joined the Saskatoon 
Nature Society and was also a long-time member of Nature 
Saskatchewan. These societies suited his passion for the 
outdoors, the wildlife and plants therein, and photography. 
Since his youth, Juhachi enjoyed nature and was especially fond 
of butterflies. When he first came to Saskatchewan his interest 
was in birds. He went on field trips with the SNS, including a 
birdwatching trip to Churchill and early morning pelican and owl 
banding trips with Stuart Houston, always with camera in hand. 
He was also involved in bird counts. Until 2007 he led a sector 
for the Saskatoon Boxing Day Bird Count. He involved his family 
in this and the children talk about having to go out in the dark 
and unforgiving cold to participate. 
 
About 20 years ago Juhachi’s interests began shifting back to 
butterflies. Like everything he did, this became a passionate 
pursuit. He wanted to identify and photograph every species of 
butterfly that occurred in Saskatchewan. His intensity resulted 
in Juhachi becoming an expert in identifying butterflies. 
Nevertheless, he realized his limits and would consult others to 
verify an identification. Finding butterflies involved a lot of 
travel because some species are very localized due to where 
their host plants occur. Species also vary by season which 
meant repeated trips to the same place. This was done over 
many years since species are not always observed every year. 
He was also involved in butterfly counts. In the last half a dozen 
years he coordinated at least four counts in Saskatchewan 
annually. He summarized the results which, along with those 
from counts done all over North America, were published by 
the North American Butterfly Association. 
 
Juhachi’s dog, the most recent being “Kota,” was his constant 
companion whenever he went looking for butterflies. Juhachi 
attempted to catch every butterfly that he couldn’t identify in 
flight. They are not easily caught, especially since Juhachi only 
had one good eye. The other had limited vision because of an 
injury that occurred when he was young. If a butterfly was 
caught it was identified and released. If it was a freshly emerged 
specimen with good colour, he would put it in the cooler in his 

backpack to settle it down so it could be more easily 
photographed. At the photographing stage, the specimen 
would be gently tipped onto suitable low vegetation. Then 
Juhachi, spread-eagle on the ground, would steady his camera 
and take wonderful images. He also mastered the technique of 
slowly stalking a sitting or feeding butterfly to get a more 
natural-looking picture. Of course, this was not always 
successful because the butterfly was fidgety or Kota would 
investigate and scare it away. Juhachi kept his calm demeanor 
even after many failed attempts. His persistence, however, paid 
off with excellent pictures in perfect focus even showing 
individual scales on the wings. 
 
One butterfly species which attracts the attention of almost 
everyone is the migrating Monarch. The larvae feed on 
milkweed. Monarchs don’t always get this far north but a few 
years ago many did and Juhachi, after several failed attempts, 
had finally been able to establish some milkweed in their 
garden. Monarchs laid eggs on his plants and he was able to get 
excellent photographs of all the stages of development. 
 
Juhachi wanted to have one more summer season to wrap up 
his photographic work. That was to be the summer of 2019. 
Then would come the work on an update of Ron Hooper’s 1973 
field guide, Butterflies of Saskatchewan. Sadly, Juhachi will not 
be here to see this project through. 
 
Juhachi was a very private and modest man. He was a devoted 
husband and father, an avid listener of classical music, and an 
origami enthusiast. He was also accomplished in martial arts 
including karate and kendo, and was an instructor for the 
Saskatoon Kendo Club. Those who knew him will miss his 
expertise but more so, will miss the person. He was a wonderful 
friend, kind, gentle, patient but also enthusiastic and 
determined, all wrapped up in a good sense of humour. Juhachi 
was a real inspiration and will be missed. His obituary indicated 
that in lieu of flowers, donations in Juhachi’s honour may be 
made to the Conservation and Education Fund of the Saskatoon 
Nature Society.   

 
Submitted by Rika Asai, Lorne Duczek and Anna Leighton. 
 

  



 

6 

Saskatoon Nature Society 

Mailing address: 
PO Box 27013 GROSVENOR PARK 

SASKATOON SK S7H 5N9 

Website: 
https://saskatoonnature.org  

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/SaskatoonNatureSociety  

 

Newsletter 

The deadline for the November Newsletter is November 
15. Please send any announcements or articles to Kathy 
Meeres. Please email:  godmee@sasktel.net or call 306-
343-8590.   The publisher would appreciate if articles are 
complete and submitted electronically. 

 

Please consider switching from a paper to electronic copy of the SNS newsletter. You can create a folder in your email system to 
save your back issues of the newsletters. You will help us save on paper, stamps, and volunteer time and you will get information 
more quickly and get pictures in colour. 
Please contact Claire Bullaro (c.bear@sasktel.net) with your email address to switch. Thank you. 

 

 

Chairs and Coordinators 
 

Brochure  Mary Jean Roy ................. 306-665-0987 
Coffee  Hilda Voth........................ 306-242-0198 
Display  Greg Fenty ....................... 306-370-8839 
Facebook Editor  .........................................  
Field Trips  Stan Shadick .................... 306-652-5975 .................. trips@saskatoonnature.org  
Golden Eagles  Hilda Noton ..................... 306-374-0674 
Membership  Michael Williams ............. 306-242-5383 
Newsletter 
   Publisher  Kathy Meeres .................. 306-343-8590 .................. godmee@sasktel.net  

Mailing  Bev Beland....................... 306-445-3439 
Mailing List Claire Bullaro ................... 306-373-1787 
e-distribution Claire Bullaro ................... 306-373-1787 .................. c.bear@sasktel.net  

Program  Joe Stookey ..................... 306-229-7499  
Publications  Greg Fenty ....................... 306-370-8839 
Publicity  Ron Jensen ...................... 306-741-7537 
Webmaster  Trent Watts .....................  ........................................ web@saskatoonnature.org 
Young Naturalists  Greg Fenty ....................... 306-370-8839 .................. naturekids@saskatoonnature.org  

Board of Directors 
 

President  Sara Bryson ..................... 306-261-6156 .................. president@saskatoonnature.org  
Past President  Valerie Martz ................... 306-249-0468 
Vice President  Vacant .............................  
Secretary  Diane Wells ..................... 306-229-0328 
Treasurer  Yvonne Cuttle .................. 306-374-5228 .................. treasurer@saskatoonnature.org  
Director  Kathy Meeres .................. 306-343-8590 
Director  Robert Johanson ............. 306-653-2610 
Director  LeeAnn Latremouille .......   
Director  Stan Shadick .................... 306-652-5975 .................. trips@saskatoonnature.org  
Director  Guy Wapple ..................... 306-249-3280 
Director  Janine McManus ...........  
 
The board of directors meets about once a month, usually in the week before the monthly meeting. If you wish to bring 
an item to the attention of the board, please contact the president. 

https://saskatoonnature.org/
http://www.facebook.com/SaskatoonNatureSociety
mailto:godmee@sasktel.net
mailto:trips@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:godmee@sasktel.net
mailto:c.bear@sasktel.net
mailto:naturekids@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:president@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:treasurer@saskatoonnature.org
mailto:trips@saskatoonnature.org
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Membership Renewals: All SNS memberships expire on December 31; failure to renew by then may interrupt delivery of your 

Newsletter. Check the upper right corner of your mailing label to see the year your membership expires. New memberships 
paid after July 1 will continue through the following year. Donations qualify for a tax receipt. Mail in your completed form or 
bring it to the next meeting. 

Membership in the Saskatoon Nature   Society 

The Saskatoon Nature Society publishes ten newsletters per year informing members of field trips and other 
activities. Except in the summer, monthly meetings present speakers on a wide range of nature related topics.  

 

Please check: □ Renewal □ New Member □ Change of address  

Membership Category: □ Individual $20/yr □ Family $30/yr □ Junior (<19yrs) $5/yr 

Date:    

Name(s) (please print neatly):   

(Names/Ages of Children):    

Address:    

    Postal Code:     

email: Phone:    

□ I would like to receive the SNS Newsletter electronically via email at the above address. You will help the 

Society save on postage and printing costs.  

Membership fee ...................................................... $  /yr  x year(s) (one to five)  =  $    

Donation (designate a fund if desired) 

□ Kids in Nature □ Conservation and Education □ Nature Capital □ General Fund 

One-time   donation:   ........................................................................................................................................   $    

Monthly donation:................ $ /month 

For a monthly donation, either (a) attach a cheque marked “VOID” and we will send you a Pre-Authorized Debit (PAD) 

form to be completed and returned to start the process, or (b) download the PAD form from our website 

(https://saskatoonnature.org), complete the form and attach a cheque marked “VOID” and mail to the address below.  

Option: Membership in Nature Saskatchewan (see below) .......................................................................... $    

TOTAL (please make your cheque payable to Saskatoon Nature Society)................................................... $    

Mail to:  Treasurer, Saskatoon Nature Society, PO Box 27013 Grosvenor Park, SASKATOON SK S7H 5N9  or 

payment may be made by e-transfer to Treasurer: treasurer@saskatoonnature.org 
 

Membership in Nature Saskatchewan 

The Saskatoon Nature Society is affiliated with the provincial society, Nature Saskatchewan, but membership is separate 
and the fee schedule is different. Renewing your provincial membership through SNS earns us a $2 commission. Nature 
Saskatchewan is a strong advocate for conservation and education in the province. Benefits of membership include the 
quarterly journal Blue Jay, and spring and fall meets at various locations in the province. More information is available on 

their web site: www.naturesask.ca. Note: multi-year Nature Saskatchewan memberships are no longer available. 

Category Electronic Print   
Individual  

Family 

Student 

Senior (>64yrs) 

Foreign 

Organization 

□ $25 

□ $30 

□ $25 

□ $25 

□  $30 

□  $30 

□ $40 

□ $45 

□ $35 

□    $35 

□    $60 

□   $60 

  

□ New Member 

 

□ Renewal 

 

https://saskatoonnature.org/
http://www.naturesask.ca/

